Small  town 
AIDS  zap 


In  response  to  homophobic  actions  by  a  group 
calling  itself  Concerned  Parents  for  Abstinence , 
ACT  UP /Minnesota  and  others  disrupt  a  rural 
community's  peaceful  Sunday 


By  David  Anger 

MORA,  Minn.  —  On  what  would  other¬ 
wise  have  been  a  quiet  Sunday  morning  here 
in  this  small  central  Midwestern  town,  over 
200  people  demonstrated  to  demand  AIDS 
education  and  sex  education  in  the  public 
schools.  ACT  U P/Minnesota  spearheaded 
the  July  23  action  which  took  place  at  an  in¬ 
tersection  where  the  Assembly  of  God,  Lu¬ 
theran,  and  Catholic  churches  connect  in 
Mora,  population  2,000. 

The  action  was  a  response  to  the  group 
Concerned  Parents  for  Abstinence,  which 
successfully  convinced  Mora’s  school  board 
to  remove  AIDS  and  sex  education  fron  the 
curriculum  in  May. 

Conflict  began  when  David  Squire,  pastor 
of  Mora’s  Assembly  of  God,  was  permitted 
to  speak  before  a  performance  of  the  Illu- 


marching  because  I  come  from  a  fundamen¬ 
talist  Baptist  background,”  said  Karen 
Heibert,  a  peace  and  justice  activist.  “I 
know  that  fundamentalists ,  totally  shame 
people  and  I’m  concerned  about  the  self¬ 
esteem  of  the  gay  and  bi  kids  who  are  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  Mora.” 

ACT  UP  activist  Micheal  Hoffman  grew 
up  in  Mora.  Describing  the  town  as  a  ‘‘very 
redneck  place  that  is  closed  off  to  the  out¬ 
side  world,”  Hoffman  said  he  was  cast  as 
the  high  school’s  ‘‘faggot”  and  suffered 
psychological  abuse  because  he  was  dif¬ 
ferent.  Many  of  the  demonstrators  said  they 
were  originally  from  small  towns  like  Mora. 
The  AIDS  activists  carried  signs  that  read  “I 
grew  up  in  Spencer,  Iowa”  and  ‘‘I  know  a 
bisexual  man  in  Mora.” 


sion  Theater’s  award-winning  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  play,  Amazing  Grace.  (The  play  has 
been  presented  in  37  rural  Minnesota  com¬ 
munities.  Fundamentalists  protested  the 
play  in  two  other  towns,  but  Mora  was  the 
only  city  where  the  community’s  response  to 
AIDS  changed  due  to  the  protest). 

Squire  said  that  “parts  of  the  play  seemed 
to  endorse  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable 
alternative  lifestyle.”  He  also  called 
homosexuality  an  “aberrant  lifestyle  of 
natural  [sic]  desires,”  adding  that  the  play 
might  be  a  recruiting  tool  for  gay  men. 

Squire’s  homophobia  and  Mora’s 
capitulation  to  Squire  outraged  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  and  the  progressive  community  in  the 
Twin  Cities.  Pro-choice,  Central  America, 
and  peace  and  justice  activists  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  action. 

The  preacher’s  zealous  fundamentalism 
angered  many  of  the  demonstrators.  “I’m 


“I  came  from  a  small  town  in  northern 
Wisconsin.  Fundamentalist  churches  are  all 
over  small  towns,  and  they’re  very  homo- 
phobic,”  said  Tom  Erickson,  a  former 
Catholic  priest  and  ACT  UP  demonstrator. 

Fundamentalists  use  the  Bible  to  spread 
lies,  like  Jerry  Falwell  does.  They  use  the 
blatant  passages  from  St.  Paul,  which  were 
written  for  the  time  St.  Paul  lived  in  and  ap¬ 
ply  them  to  the  present,”  Erickson  said.  “If 
they  were  to  literally  follow  the  Bible  they 
wouldn’t  be  eating  pork  or  sea  food,  they 
would  follow  all  the  restrictions  in  the  book 
of  Leviticus.” 

‘Cure  a  queer  for  grandma’ 

The  demonstrators  stopped  circling  in 
front  of  Mora’s  Assembly  of  God  to  listen 
to  Bill  Dorn,  a  former  Catholic  priest  who 
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SUMMER  ROMANCE 


Iowa  mayor  vetoes  gay 
rights  bill 


In  a  town  of  23,000,  the  lack  of  openly  gay /lesbian 
activists  and  election  year  politics  lead  to  a  short  life  for 
an  anti-discrimination  ordinance 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

MUSCATINE,  Iowa  —  Saying  he  was 
representing  the  majority  of  his  consti¬ 
tuents,  the  mayor  of  this  small  town  of 
23,000  vetoed  July  19  an  ordinance  passed 
by  the  city  council  that  would  have  banned 
discrimination  against  people  because  of 
their  “affectional  preference.” 

Critics  of  the  veto  charge  the  mayor,  Don 
LeMar,  with  “playing  politics”  in  an  elec¬ 
tion  year.  “Frankly,  the  mayor  favors  the 
ordinance,”  said  Larry  Kemp,  one  of  the 
four  city  councilors  who  voted  in  favor  of 
the  legislation,  which  also  provided  protec¬ 
tions  for  people  based  on  their  political  af¬ 
filiation.  “Since  most  people  [who  express¬ 
ed  their  opinion  about  the  ordinance]  were 
against,  [the  mayor]  figured,  ‘Well,  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  go  with  what’s  going  to  get  me  re¬ 
elected,’”  said  Kemp. 

Kemp  said  the  ordinance  was  the  most 
divisive  issue  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  12  years 
on  the  City  Council.  He  said  the  language 
for  the  ordinance  originated  from  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission,  which  reviews 
existing  laws  and  offers  recommendations 
for  changes.  The  proposal,  according  to 
Kemp,  had  been  considered  for  nearly  a  year 
and  did  not  generate  public  controversy  un¬ 
til  very  late  in  the  legislative  process. 

“On  the  first  reading,  the  vote  was  7-0  in 
favor  of  the  ordinance,”  said  Kemp,  but  by 
the  time  the  proposal  came  up  for  the  se¬ 
cond  of  its  three  required  votes,  a  group  call¬ 
ed  Concerned  Citizens  of  Muscatine  had 
formed  to  block  the  legislation.  A  local 
manufacturing  multi-millionaire,  David 
Stanley,  who  heads  another  conservative 
organization  called  lowans  for  Tax  Relief, 
got  together  with  some  other  opponents  of 
the  ordinance  and  published  a  slick 
brochure  attacking  the  proposal.  Kemp  said 
the  brochure  claimed  the  ordinance  “would 
lead  to  rape  and  incest  and  sodomy  and  all 
sorts  of  other  things,”  and  that  it  would 
force  employers  to  “hire  Nazis,  fascists  and 


communists.” 

The  publicity  generated  by  the  ordinance 
caused  great  public  debate  and  split  the  city. 
By  the  time  the  city  council  passed  the  or¬ 
dinance  by  a  narrow  4-3  margin  on  July  6, 
the  issue  had  become  an  election-year 
political  football.  Instead  of  acting  on  the 
legislation  immediately,  LeMar  said  he 
would  take  two  weeks  to  solicit  public  input 
on  the  issue  and  then  make  a  decision  about 
whether  to  exercise  his  veto  power.  In  his  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  veto,  the  mayor  said  “a 
big  majority”  in  Muscatine  “strongly  op¬ 
posed”  the  ordinance. 

Clair  York,  a  former  mayor  and  city 
councilor  of  eight  years,  told  GCN  he  was 
one  of  the  councilors  who  voted  against  the 
ordinance  because  he  thought  it  was  un¬ 
necessary.  “I  don’t  feel  gays  and  [people 
with  particular]  political  affiliations  are  be¬ 
ing  discriminated  against  in  the  city  of 
Muscatine.  They  are  protected  by  existing 
civil  rights  and  under  the  U.S. 
Constitution,”  he  said. 

York  said  he  and  most  people  in 
Muscatine  thought  the  ordinance  would 
force  landlords  and  employers  to  rent  to  or 
hire  people  they  should  be  allowed  to  reject. 
York  said  this  argument  was  not  the  same  as 
arguments  made  by  opponents  of  civil  rights 
legislation  aimed  at  racist  discrimination. 
He  explained,  “That  was  not  brought  up  on 
a  local  level....  I  don’t  think  we  need  civil 
rights  for  Blacks  in  Muscatine,  but  there’s  a 
need  on  the  federal  and  state  level  and  that’s 
why  we  have  it  in  our  ordinance.” 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  other  places 
have  fought  for  anti-discrimination  protec¬ 
tions  by  demonstrating  that  discrimination 
actually  exists,  usually  by  collecting  data  on 
anti-gay  violence  or  collecting  testimony 
from  various  people  who  have  been 
discriminated  against.  Such  is  not  the  case  in 
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NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I’m  not  into  gay  or  bisexual  experiences. 
But  that’s  hypocritical  of  me,  because  I’d 
rather  see  two  women  together  than  just 
about  anything  else.  That  happens  to  be  my 
personal,  favorite  thing.” 

—  Ax!  Rose,  lead  singer  for  the  hard 
rock  hand  Guns  n  ’  Roses,  in  Rolling  Stone. 
Rose  was  responding  to  a  question  about  the 
controversy  that  has  surrounded  the  band’s 
song  “One  in  a  Million.  ”  One  of  the  verses 
in  the  song  is:  “ Immigrants  and  fag- 
gots/They  make  no  sense  to  me/They  come 
to  our  country  /And  think  they’ll  do  as  they 
please  /Like  start  some  mini-Iran  or  spread 
some  fuck  in  ’  disease.  ” 


Silence  =  Mort 


ACT  UP/Paris,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride,  June  24 


PARIS  —  The  latest  ACT  UP  chapter 
was  formed  here  recently.  The  first  official 
ACT  UP/Paris  action  was  a  die-in  at  the 
Pride  March  in  Paris  on  June  24th.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  press  release  from  the  group,  for 
legal  reasons  the  acronym  will  stand  for 
“Acting-Counseiing-Toiling-Uniting-Pro- 
tecting.” 

The  Parisian  chapter  of  the  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  organization  was  formed  because  of 
the  preponderance  of  AIDS  cases  in  France. 
ACT  UP/Paris  hopes  to  coordinate  a  wide 
base  throughout  Europe.  Before  taking  ac¬ 
tion  on  a  more  public  level,  the  group  hopes 
to  build  support  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 

For  more  information,  contact  ACT 
UP/Paris,  c/o  Didier  Lestrade,  166  rue  Car- 
dinet,  75017,  Paris,  France. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay/les  group 
adopts  abortion 
stance 

BOSTON  —  Candidates  who  want  the 
backing  of  a  Boston  gay  and  lesbian  politi¬ 
cal  group  must  support  a  woman’s  right  to 
abortion.  At  a  July  24  meeting,  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBLGPA)  voted  overwhelmingly  to  “re¬ 
quire  people  we  endorse  to  be  pro-choice,” 
said  GBLGPA’s  Don  Gorton. 

Gorton  told  GCN  that  he  and  other 
GBLGPA  members  felt  that  “choice  is  an 
issue  of  great  importance”  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  because  it  is  about  the  “right  to 
control  one’s  body.” 

The  abortion  decision  came  before  the 
Alliance  voted  on  endorsements  for  can¬ 
didates  in  the  fall  elections.  The  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  decision  was  immediate.  For 
instance,  although  the  Alliance  had  endors¬ 
ed  Brian  McLaughlin  in  each  of  his  three 
previous  campaigns,  it  could  not  endorse 
him  because  of  his  strong  anti-abortion 
position. 

The  other  major  issue  that  influenced 
GBLGPA  endorsements  was  domestic  part¬ 
ners.  Four  incumbent  councilors,  Rosaria 
Salerno,  Robert  Travaglini,  McLaughlin, 
and  David  Scondras,  said  they  would  sup¬ 
port  domestic  partners  legislation,  which 
would  allow  unmarried  couples  to  obtain 
some  of  the  benefits  that  “legally  married” 
couples  do  currently. 

The  Alliance  endorsed  Travaglini  and 
Scondras,  who  is  openly  gay  and  who  has 
said  that  he  will  file  legislation  in  the  near 
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future  that  would  extend  benefits  to  “non- 
traditional  families.”  GBLGPA  also  en¬ 
dorsed  first-term  incumbent  councilor  Sa¬ 
lerno  by  acclamation.  Salerno  was  the  onlv 
at-large  candidate  endorsed  by  the  Alliance. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

AIDS  cases  reach 

1 00,000 

WASHINGTON  —  The  number  of  AIDS 
cases  in  the  U.S.  reached  the  100,000  mark 
recently,  according  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  The  CDC  isn’t  sure  of  the 
exact  time  when  case  100,000  was  recorded, 
but  said  it  was  some  time  in  the  last  few 
weeks. 

The  CDC  estimates  that  there  will  be  a 
cumulative  total  of  365,000  AIDS  cases  by 
1992. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Courts  rule  in 
LaLonde  child  abuse 
case 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Court  of 
Appeals  and  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
both  refused  on  July  7  to  stay  the  custody 
order  which  grants  full  legal  custody  and 
shared  physical  custody  of  10-year-old 
Nicole  LaLonde  to  her  father  Stephen 
LaLonde,  who  has  been  accused  of  sexually 
abusing  her.  (See  GCN  July  2-8,  1989). 

While  attorneys  for  Virginia  LaLonde, 
Nicole’s  mother,  prepare  to  appeal  the 
custody  decision,  Nicole  has  begun  her  first 
unsupervised  visit  with  her  father  in  over 
four  years. 

The  courts’  refusal  to  stay  the  custody 
decision  angered  activists.  Pam  Mitchell,  a 
lesbian  involved  in  the  movement  to  stop 
child  sexual  abuse,  commented,  “If  this 
were  a  civil  suit  about  somebody’s  property 
rights,  it  would  be  routine  to  maintain  the 
status  quo  while  the  matter  gets  resolved  in 
court.  Evidently  the  court  still  thinks  that 
the  potential  damage  caused  by  subjecting  a 
10-year-old  to  someone  who  is  even  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  own  legal  standards  arguably 
her  rapist  is  of  no  significance. 

“Judge  Fitzpatrick’s  decision  seems  more 
concerned  with  punishing  Virginia  Lalonde 
for  stepping  outside  the  law  and  for  seeking 
community  support  than  with  Nicole’s 
welfare.  It’s  shocking  to  see  other  judges 
backing  her  up.  But  it’s  important  to 
remember  that  the  same  thing  is  happening 
everyday  in  less  publicized  cases.” 

□  Liz  Galst 

Anti-abortionist 
arrested  in  Atlanta 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  —  Randall  Terry,  who 
rose  from  obscurity  by  organizing  the  anti¬ 
abortion  group  “Operation  Rescue,”  was 
arrested  here  July  10  while  making  an  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  Convention  of  the  Christian 
Booksellers  Association.  Terry  was  charged 
with  failing  to  show  up  for  a  May  1  trial  and 
bail  was  set  at  $45,000,  according  to  a 
report  in  the  New  York  Times. 

Sally  Tyler,  executive  director  of  the 
Georgia  Abortion  Rights  Action  League, 
told  GCN  that  Terry  paid  his  bail  a  few  days 
later  and  “skipped  town”  after  getting  the 
publicity  he  wanted. 

More  than  1200  people  were  arrested  last 
July  for  blocking  the  entrances  to  Atlanta 
abortion  clinics,  and  some  remained  in  jail 
for  over  two  months.  Trial  dates  for  many 
of  the  anti-abortionists,  including  Terry, 
were  set  for  early  May  of  this  year.  When 
Terry  didn’t  show  up,  Atlanta  officials  ar¬ 
rested  him. 

“1  think  it  is  pure  nastiness  on  the  part  of 
the  city.  I  believe  [Terry]  has  been  targeted 
because  he  symbolizes  the  courage  to  rescue 
babies,  and  Atlanta  has  placed  itself  firmly 
on  the  side  of  the  baby  killers,”  said  Joseph 
Foreman,  the  southeast  coordinator  of 
“Operation  Rescue,”  in  the  Times. 

“Operation  Rescue”  and  Terry  were 
relatively  unknown  until  they  called  a  na¬ 
tionwide  gathering  of  “Operation  Rescue” 
members  to  come  “protest”  in  Atlanta  last 
summer  when  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  was  held  here.  Atlanta  has  been 
one  of  the  anti-abortion  group’s  main  targets 
ever  since. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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One  step  forward, 
one  step  backwards 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  While  insurance- 
related  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  “sex¬ 
ual  orientation”  will  become  more  difficult 
in  this  state  next  year,  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  HIV  antibody  testing  may  become  a 
more  serious  problem. 

Beginning  January  1,  1990,  life  and  health 
insurance  companies  operating  in  Virginia 
will  be  prohibited  from  denying  coverage  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation,  according  to 
proposed  regulations  released  in  June  by  the 
state  Bureau  of  Insurance. 

According  to  a  Washington  Blade  story, 
however,  the  regulation  allows  companies  to 
require  HIV  antibody  testing  as  long  as  test 
procedures  are  “consistent,  accurate,  and 
not  unfairly  discriminatory.”  The  language 
of  the  regulations  prohibits  adverse  under¬ 
writing  decisions  on  the  basis  of  applicants 
demonstrating  “AIDS-related  concerns  by 
seeking  preventive  educational  counseling 
or  advice  from  health  care  professionals.” 

Insurance  companies  will  be  required  to 
obtain  advance,  written  consent  for  testing 
and  to  provide  information  about  test- 
related  counseling.  Insurers  are  also  re¬ 
quired  to  maintain  strict  confidentiality  of 
test  results,  and  are  not  allowed  to  release 
results  to  insurance  bureaus  or  medical  in¬ 
formation  services.  But  insurers  are  permit¬ 
ted  to  release  results  to  insurance  industry 
“data  banks”  if  the  information  is  coded 
and  lists  a  “general  blood  disorder  which  is 
not  specific  to  the  HIV  infection.” 

Applicants  refusing  to  be  tested  may  be 
denied  insurance  under  the  regulations. 

□  Marc  Stein 


Australian  lesbian, 
106,  dies 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  In  a  1987 
article  in  City  Rhythm  magazine,  Ethel  May 
Punchon,  known  affectionately  as  Monte, 
said,  “In  intimate  circumstances  I  prefer  to 
be  with  women.  I  have  always  been  like  that, 
for  as  long  as  I  can  remember... since  I  was 
about  six.”  Monte,  perhaps  the  oldest  les¬ 
bian  in  Australia,  died  here  April  4.  She  was 
106. 

At  age  105,  Monte  made  history  when  the 
Queensland  government  asked  her  to  be 
their  roving  ambassador  to  publicize  World 
Expo  ’88.  But  when  government  officials 
found  out  that  she  was  a  lesbian,  they  had 
second  thoughts.  When  the  news  about  the 
government’s  doubts  (and  Monte’s  les¬ 
bianism)  made  headlines,  Monte  responded, 
“If  they  want  me  up  there  [as  ambassador], 
well  and  good.  But  if  they  want  to  look  into 
my  private  life,  they  can  go  to  pot.  It’s  inde¬ 
cent  of  them  and  none  of  their  business.” 

In  the  end,  the  Queensland  organizers  of 
World  Expo  ’88  decided  that  they  still 
wanted  Monte  to  be  their  roving  ambassa¬ 
dor.  One  reason  might  have  been  that  she 
was  probably  the  only  Australian  alive  who 
recalled  the  Melbourne  Expo  of  1888,  where 
she  had  won  a  prize  at  age  5. 

Monte  had  a  great  interest  in  Japan.  She 
was  fluent  in  Japanese  and  she  wrote  her 
autobiography,  Monte-San,  in  both  English 
and  Japanese.  During  the  second  World 
War,  she  was  stationed  at  the  Tatura  Intern¬ 
ment  Camp  in  Northern  Victoria  and  made 
several  lifelong  friends  with  some  of  the 
people  who  were  interned  there. 

When  the  Australian  Women’s  Archives 
project  was  working  on  a  film  of  her  life  in 
1988,  Monte  told  the  film  crew  that  she  felt 
she  was  doing  something  useful  for  future 
generations  of  women. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 


Gay  men 

threatened  by  Navy 

BETHESDA,  Md.  —  In  the  latest  round 
of  anti-gay  harassment  by  the  U.S.  military, 
the  U.S.  Navy  recently  threatened  to  court- 
martial  two  enlisted  men  stationed  at  the 
Naval  hospital  here  for  “falsely”  identify¬ 
ing  themselves  as  gay,  according  to  The 
Washington  Blade.  The  Navy  also  charges 
James  Horvath  and  David  Huggins  with 
falsely  claiming  that  they  have  never  engag¬ 
ed  in  homosexual  acts. 

Horvath  and  Huggins’  voluntary 


statements  to  the  Navy  on  March  27  came 
after  Horvath  received  orders  transferring 
him  to  a  medical  field  unit  with  the  Marines 
at  Camp  LeJeune,  N.C.  “We  are  in¬ 
separable,”  said  Huggins,  “we  did  not  want 
to  be  separated  from  each  other.”  They 
acknowledge  that  they  are  gay,  but  refuse  to 
comment  on  whether  they  have  had  sex  with 
one  another. 

Since  making  their  statements,  the  two 
men  have  been  assigned  to  different  duty 
stations  at  Bethesda  Hospital  and  have  been 
the  targets  of  harassment  by  their  co¬ 
workers.  Huggins  says  people  yell  “faggot” 
at  him  in  the  hospital  and  that  someone  has 
thrown  eggs  against  the  front  of  the  home 
the  two  men  share  in  Kensington,  Md. 

□  Marc  Stein 


Skinhead  apologizes 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Who  would  have 
expected  a  public  apology  from  a  15-year- 
old  skinhead  who  recently  harassed  mar¬ 
chers  in  Nashville’s  lesbian  and  gay  pride 
parade? 

Well  that’s  just  what  Tennesseans  got 
from  James  McKenzie,  who  also  renounced 
his  membership  in  the  local  skinhead 
organization,  according  to  Dare. 

“I  am  not  a  Nazi  and  do  not  believe  that 
way,”  McKenzie  wrote  in  a  letter  to  The 
Tennessean.  “The  reason  for  protesting  gay 
people’s  rights  was  because  of  my  fear  and 
confusion  of  the  gay  society  turned  into 
hate.  I  was  very  confused  and  I’m  sorry.” 
McKenzie’s  letter  was  written  in  reaction  to 
media  coverage  of  the  pride  parade  and  the 
skinhead  actions  at  the  parade,  which  in¬ 
cluded  shouting  “Faggot,  faggot,  faggot! 
Out,  out,  out!” 

□  Marc  Stein 


But  is  it  art? 

WASHINGTON  —  Following  on  the 
heels  of  a  House  decision  to  cut  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts’  1990  budget 
because  of  the  NEA’s  support  for  two  con¬ 
troversial  photography  exhibitions,  the 
Senate  voted  July  17  to  further  restrictions, 
preventing  the  NEA  from  sponsoring  shows 
of  what  it  labeled  “obscene  or  indecent” 
work.  Jesse  Helms  (R.-N.C.)  proposed  and 
the  Senate  approved  a  series  of  restrictions 
barring  federal  funds  from  being  used  to 
“promote,  disseminate  or  produce  obscene 
or  indecent  materials,  including  but  not 
limited  to  depictions  of  sadomasochism, 
homoeroticism,  the  exploitation  of 
children,  or  individuals  engaged  in  sex  acts; 
or  material  which  denigrates  the  objects  or 
beliefs  of  the  adherents  of  a  particular 
religion  or  nonreligion.” 

The  measure  also  proposes  to  deny  fund¬ 
raising  for  artwork  that  “denigrates,  debases 
or  reviles  a  person,  group  or  class  of  citizens 
on  the  basis  of  race,  creed,  sex,  handicap, 
age  or  national  origin,”  specifically  omit¬ 
ting  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  the  class  of 
those  who  may  be  “protected.”  Urvashi 
Vaid,  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  said,  “Public  funding  for  the  arts 
cannot  be  held  hostage  to  the  personal 
ideologies  of  elected  officials.  It  is  not  the 
role  of  the  Senate  to  act  as  the  country’s  art 
censors  or  critics.”  She  added,  “In  the  re¬ 
cent  past.  Helms  has  succeeded  in  placing 
restrictions  on  federal  AIDS  funding  aimed 
at  gay  and  bisexual  men;  has  bottled  up 
legislation  that  would  begin  to  address 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
racial  and  religious  minorities;  and  now  has 
launched  an  attack  against  the  one  province 
we  thought  inviolate  —  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment.” 

One  of  the  NEA-supported  projects  singl¬ 
ed  out  for  criticism  was  the  cancelled  Robert 
Mapplethorpe  exhibit  at  the  Corcoran 
Gallery  [see  GCN,  July  2,  1989],  Map¬ 
plethorpe’s  retrospective  exhibit  would  have 
included  a  range  of  homoerotic  and 
sexually-explicit  subjects,  but  those  works 
showing  nude  children  and  explicit 
sadomasochism  have  been  singled  out  for 
criticism.  Republicans  and  conservative 
Democrats  also  criticized  a  photography 
project  by  Andres  Serrano.  The  project  in¬ 
cludes  a  work  depicting  a  plastic  crucifix 
submerged  in  the  artist’s  urine.  The  Senate’s 
amendment  bars  grants  to  the  arts  groups 
supporting  the  Serrano  and  Mapplethorpe 
exhibitions  until  1995. 

□  Natalie  Diffloth 
Marc  Stein 


tion  conference  in  Boston 

First  PWA  named  to  US 
AIDS  Commission 

AIDS  activists  hail  the  appointment  of  Belinda  Mason,  a 
white,  married  woman  from  Indiana  with  “ radical 
instincts” 


Unofficial  Compound  Q 
trial  continues 

Activists  and  doctors  vow  to  ensure  that  the  promising 
drug  undergoes  extensive  study 


By  Liz  Galst 

WASHINGTON  —  The  first  person  with 
AIDS  was  named  to  the  National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  AIDS  by  George  Bush  on  July  20. 
Belinda  Mason,  the  30-year -old  president  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  National 
Association  of  People  with  AIDS  (NAP- 
WA),  was  one  of  the  last  two  appointees 
named  to  the  15-member  panel. 

The  Commission  will  attempt  to  promote 
a  national  consensus  on  AIDS  policy.  It  was 
created  by  last  year’s  AIDS  Omnibus  Bill, 
and  is  composed  of  five  appointees  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  five  from 
Senate,  and  five  from  the  executive  branch. 
Three  of  the  executive  branch  appoint¬ 
ments,  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  and  the 
Secretary  of  Veteran’s  Affairs,  are  man¬ 
dated  by  the  bill.  David  Rogers,  Chair  of 
New  York’s  AIDS  Task  Force  and  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Cornell  University  Medical  School, 

is  the  other  Bush  appointee. 

“The  President  has  finally  realized  that 
PWAs  have  the  greatest  investment  in  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Commission.  And,  by  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  we  are  given  a  vehicle  to  bring 
our  concerns  to  the  table,”  Mason  said.  She 
lauded  the  President  for  realizing  that 
“PWAs  are  part  of  the  solution,  not  part  of 
the  problem.” 

Mason,  a  former  journalist  who  now  lives 
in  rural  Indiana,  is  married  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  In  addition  to  her 
post  at  NAPWA,  she  is  the  founder  of  Ken¬ 
tuckian  People  with  AIDS  Coalition. 
Mason  has  worked  as  an  AIDS  educator, 
and  writes  extensively  about  living  with  HIV 
disease.  Her  writing  appears  in  the  PWA 
Coalition  Newsline  and  in  Surviving  and 
Thriving  II:  The  Collected  Wisdom.  Mason 
contracted  HIV  (a  virus  thought  by  many  to 
be  a  cause  of  AIDS)  from  a  blood  transfu¬ 
sion  she  received  when  she  experienced  dif¬ 
ficulties  after  the  birth  of  her  second  child. 
She  is  currently  suing  the  Regional  Medical 
Center  of  Madisonville  (Kentucky)  for  $5 
million  in  damages  for  failing  to  test  the 
blood  for  HIV. 

Mason’s  appointment  marks  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  successful  lobbying  campaign 
begun  in  May  by  NAPWA  and  several  other 
AIDS  organizations.  Todd  Cosper,  editorial 
and  communications  services  director  of 
NAPWA,  told  GCN  that  NAPWA  contacted 
the  White  House  and  impressed  upon  the 
Bush  administration  the  importance  of  hav¬ 
ing  PWA  representation  on  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  “Having  a  National  Commission  on 
AIDS  that  doesn’t  have  any  people  with 
HIV  disease  on  it  would  be  like  having  a  civil 
rights  commission  without  Blacks  or 
Hispanics,”  Cosper  remarked.  NAPWA 
recommended  three  people  with  HIV 
disease,  including  Mason,  to  the  Bush  ad¬ 
ministration  and  then  collected  over  100  let¬ 
ters  of  support  from  a  number  of  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  the  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund,  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force,  AmFAR,  the  National  AIDS 
Network,  the  AIDS  Action  Council,  and  the 
Leadership  Foundation  on  AIDS. 

Cosper  added  that  “the  conservative  ad¬ 
ministration  would  not  appoint  a  member 
of  ACT  UP.  But  if  we  can’t  get  who  we 
want,  let’s  get  our  next  best  bet.” 

Robert  Bray  of  the  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund  also  credited  Sen.  Edward  Ken¬ 


nedy  (D-Mass.)  with  helping  ensure  the 
presence  of  a  PWA  on  the  Commission. 
“Kennedy  tracked  the  Commission  and  did 
some  moving  and  shaking  of  his  own  to 
make  sure  that  the  right  people  were  ap¬ 
pointed. 

“Mason’s  not  a  threat  to  any  of  the  con¬ 
servative  elements.  She’s  white,  she’s  a 
housewife.  You  can  move  a  lot  forward  with 
these  credentials.” 

PWAs  and  activists  react 

The  response  to  Mason’s  appointment 
from  PWAs  and  AIDS  activists  has  been  en¬ 
thusiastic,  although  some  have  called  for  ap¬ 
pointments  which  more  accurately  reflect 
the  AIDS  demographics. 

“I  couldn’t  be  more  thrilled,”  com¬ 
mented  Newsline  editor  Michael  Callen, 
who  has  been  living  with  AIDS  since  the  ear¬ 
ly  years  of  the  epidemic.  “I  think  this  an  ex¬ 
cellent  choice.  Belinda’s  articulate,  she’s 
funny.  She’ll  be  very  palatable  to  Middle 
America.  But  I  think  she’s  got  radical  in¬ 
stincts,  so  I’m  optimistic. 

“I  also  wish  there  was  a  gay  man  with 
AIDS,  because  that  is  the  experience  of  so 
many  people  with  AIDS  in  this  country.” 

Dan  Williams,  a  member  of  the  Majority 
Actions  Committee  of  ACT  UP/New  York, 
was  pleased  by  Mason’s  appointment  but 
felt  the  Bush  administration  is  misrepresen¬ 
ting  PWAs.  “On  one  level,  I  think  it’s  really 
good.  I  know  they  want  to  reach 
mainstream  America.  But  they’re  not  really 
dealing  with  the  reality  of  what  the  face  of 
AIDS  looks  like. 

“The  first  PWAs  were  gay  men,  and  now 
more  and  more  PWAs  are  IV  drug  users, 
who  are  mostly  people  of  color.”  Williams 
stated  that  “A  lot  of  people  will  perceive 
Mason  as  an  ‘innocent  victim’  of  AIDS,  so 
they’ll  be  able  to  relate  to  her.  Whereas  they 
think  that  everyone  else  brought  it  upon 
themselves  and  don’t  deserve  protection  and 
treatment.”  Three  members  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  are  people  of  color:  Dr.  Louis  Sullivan, 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
and  Yale  Law  School  Professor  Harlan 
Dalton  are  African  American;  former  Los 
Angeles  County  public  health  official 
Eunice  Diaz  is  Latina. 

Tim  Powers,  a  PWA  and  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York,  said  upon  hearing  that 
Mason  had  been  named  to  the  Commission, 
“I  was  shocked.  I  think  it’s  great.  I  think  it’s 
incredible.  We  [ACT  UP/New  York]  were 
thinking  about  what  actions  we  were  going 
to  take  when  the  appointees  were  named 
and  there  weren’t  any  HIV-infected  people 
on  it.” 

LeBaron  Moseby,  a  Black  gay  man  with 
AIDS,  hailed  Mason’s  appointment.  “At 
last!”  Mosely  said.  “I  think  this  is  proof 
that  the  virus  doesn’t  discriminate.  I  think 
the  more  people,  including  people  like  me, 
come  forward,  the  more  useful  it  will  be  for 
our  own  empowerment  and  therapy.” 
Mosely  added  that  he  was  glad  a  woman 
PWA  would  be  represented  on  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  Mosely  was  close  friends  with 
Elizabeth  Ramos,  a  Latina  PWA  who  died 
last  year.  “Through  her,  I  know  how  hard  it 
is  for  a  woman  caught  up  in  the  system.” 

But,  Moseby  added,  “As  long  as  the  basic 
human  issues  are  articulated,  I  don’t  believe 
the  color  or  sex  of  the  Commission  members 
are  important.”  □  filed  from  Boston 


By  Scott  Brookie 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Despite  an  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA),  a  carefully  organized, 
_  unauthorized  trial  of  a  promising  AIDS 
S  drug  is  continuing  in  four  U.S.  cities.  Coor- 
f  dinated  by  Project  Inform  of  San  Francisco, 
S  a  community-based  AIDS  information  ser¬ 
vice,  the  unofficial  trial  of  Compound  Q  has 
made  headlines  across  the  country,  shaken 
the  drug-testing  establishment,  and 
demonstrated  the  growing  unleashed  power 
of  AIDS  activism  in  the  U.S. 

“The  investigation  is  not  affecting  our 
treatment  program,”  said  Larry  Waites,  a 
physician  who  is  one  of  the  coordinators  of 
the  treatment  protocol,  in  a  phone  inter¬ 
view.  He  added  that  on  July  19  “the  FDA 
asked  us  if  we  were  going  to  treat  more  pa¬ 
tients,  and  we  said  we  were,  and  they  said, 
‘All  right.’  ” 

Furthermore,  said  Waites,  coordinators 
of  the  study  had  gone  to  great  lengths  to  en¬ 
sure  the  legality  of  the  treatment  program. 
“We  have  been  assured  by  lawyers  here  and 
in  Washington  that  we  are  not  doing 
anything  illegal.” 

Local  activists  declared  that  they  would 
be  keeping  an  eye  on  attempts  by  the 
government  to  investigate  the  unofficial 
Compound  Q  trial.  “Our  main  role  is  to 
make  it  very  clear  to  the  FDA  investigators 
that  the  community,  as  represented  by  ACT 
UP,  supports  the  monitoring  project,”  said 
Michelle  Roland  of  the  ACT  UP  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Treatment  Issues  Committee.  “If  the 
FDA  decides  to  come  down  on  anybody 
who’s  participated  in  that  project  they  will 
hear  from  us  and  they  will  hear  from  us  very 
vocally  and  very  actively.”  Members  of 
ACT  UP  were  scheduled  to  meet  with  the 
FDA  investigators  as  GCN  went  to  press. 

According  to  Waites,  such  a  confronta¬ 
tion  may  not  develop.  “This  is  not  an  adver¬ 
sarial  relationship”  between  the  Project  In¬ 
form  study  and  the  FDA,  he  said.  “We  have 
only  one  enemy  —  the  HIV  virus.”  (HIV  is  a 
virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

NORWELL,  Mass.  —  An  undercover 
“sting”  operation  aimed  at  men  who  cruise 
at  a  rest  stop  here  has  sparked  public 
outrage  and  led  to  an  unprecedented 
meeting  between  gay  community  members 
and  the  State  Police.  On  July  19  state 
troopers  dressed  in  plainclothes  arrested  10 
men  at  the  rest  stop  on  Route  3  and  charged 
them  with  a  variety  of  offenses,  most  of 
which  were  indecent  assault  and  battery. 

The  operation,  which  gained  wide  local 
media  attention,  created  an  immediate 
uproar  in  the  Boston  area  gay  and  lesbian 
community  as  leaders  of  various  gay 
organizations  moved  swiftly  to  denounce 
the  tactics  used  by  the  state  troopers  and  the 
straight  media’s  coverage  of  the  arrests. 

“The  thing  that  really  made  us  angry,” 
said  Don  Gorton,  president  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBLGPA),  “was  the  use  of  decoys  to  make 
the  arrests.  The  police  said  they  were 
responding  to  complaints  from  neighbors 
about  activity  at  the  rest  stop.  If  there  were 
this  spate  of  homosexual  activity  at  the  stop, 
why  would  they  need  to  send  decoys?” 

Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD), 
said  the  sting  operation  was  entrapment  of 
men  “who  have  not  broken  any  laws.”  He 
said  the  indecent  assault  and  battery  charge, 
“which  sounds  like  a  violent  sexual  assault, 
like  attempted  rape,”  is  in  fact  a  charge  used 
in  cases  where  someone  touches  another 
person  without  their  consent.  “But  the 


AIDS.) 

The  study,  which  involves  approximately 
50  people  in  San  Francisco,  New  York,  Fort 
Lauderdale  and  Los  Angeles,  was  begun  in 
May  of  this  year.  There  is  also  an  official, 
FDA-sanctioned  study  being  conducted  by 
Dr.  Paul  Volberding  of  the  University  of 
California  at  San  Francisco,  which  began  at 
about  the  same  time.  The  official  study  has 
fewer  participants,  and  they  are  receiving 
lower  doses  of  the  drug. 

Compound  Q,  also  known  as  GLQ223,  is 
a  substance  derived  from  the  enzyme 
tricosanthin,  which  in  turn  is  extracted  from 
the  root  of  a  Chinese  cucumber.  The  drug  is 
used  in  China  for  the  treatment  of  cancer 
and  to  induce  abortion.  In  laboratory  tests, 
it  has  been  found  to  kill  HIV  selectively  in 
the  test  tube. 

Preliminary  results  indicate  the  Com¬ 
pound  Q  may  be  a  powerful  tool  in  fighting 
HIV.  “At  first,  people  were  saying  ‘3  shots 
and  you’ll  be  cured’,”  commented  Waites. 
“I  was  skeptical.  But  it  does  look  like  it  has 
a  profound  effect  on  the  virus,  based  on  the 
p24.”  The  p24  antigen  is  used  as  a  measure 
of  the  level  of  free  HIV  virus  in  the 
bloodstream.  Participants  in  the  study  have 
recorded  significant  drops  in  their  p24 
levels. 

Even  if  Compound  Q  is  not  an  outright 
cure,  added  Waites,  “it  is  still  possible  that 
we  could  kill  the  virus  to  a  manageable  level, 
so  that  you  take  Compound  Q  much  like 
people  take  insulin  for  diabetes.” 

The  Compound  Q  used  in  the  Project  In¬ 
form  study  was  obtained  from  a  factory 
near  Shanghai.  The  dosage  received  by  the 
participants  in  the  study  was  initially  20 
times  higher  than  the  dose  in  the  FDA- 
sponsored  phase  one  trial.  (Phase  one  trials 
are  conducted  to  determine  the  highest 
possible  safe  dose.  Phase  two  trials  focus  on 
effectiveness  of  the  drug  as  a  treatment.) 

Participants  in  the  Project  Inform  study 

Continued  on  page  6 


police  are  hanging  around  playing  the  game. 
They’re  standing  around,  posing  by  these 
trees,  and  through  their  language  and  body 
language  they  have  consented  to  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on. 

“Arresting  people  because  they  have 
struck  up  a  conversation  or  touched  you  is 
also  an  inappropriate  response,”  by  the 
police,  said  Cathcart.  Other  people, 
especially  women,  he  said,  have  to  reject 
sexual  advances  all  the  time.  “If  arresting 
someone  is  an  appropriate  response  to  an 
unwanted  sexual  overture,  then  I  suggest  we 
deputize  all  the  women  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,”  said  Cathcart. 

Cathcart  said  the  indecent  assault  and 
battery  charges  probably  meant  that  most  of 
the  men  were  not  caught  engaging  in  sex 
acts.  “If  they  had  exposed  themselves  or 
were  masturbating,  they  would  probably 
have  been  charged  with  lewd  and  lascivious 
conduct,”  he  said. 

Soon  after  the  arrests  several  lesbian  and 
gay  community  members  got  together  to 
plan  a  response.  According  to  Gorton,  he, 
along  with  Steve  Tierney  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  (MGLPC)  and  Ray  Gottwald, 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  for 
Attorney  General  James  Shannon,  set  up  a 
meeting  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Safety  Bill  McCabe.  On  July  24  McCabe 
met  with  community  members  in  what 
several  of  those  who  attended  described  as  a 

Continued  on  page  7 


Rest  stop  'sting’  sparks 
community  outcry 

Community  members  make  headway  in  their  meeting 
with  the  Mass.  Commissioner  of  Public  Safety,  and  a 
Globe  editor  acknowledges  their  “> mistake ”  in  printing 
the  addresses  of  the  ten  men  arrested 
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GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  early  September.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred. 

Deadline  for  application:  August  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salaries/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion.  To  apply  for  the  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Chinese  democracy  movement 
supports  gay  men  and  lesbians 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Sen. 
Arthur  Lewis  (D-Boston)  in  his  response  to 
his  position  on  the  pending  Massachusetts 
gay  rights  bill.] 

Dear  Senator  Lewis, 

I  am  a  Chinese  gay  man  living  in  Boston 
area.  I  am  heart  broken  for  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  my  country.  My  brother  and  sisters 
were  killed  because  they  believe  in  freedom. 
They  are  sentenced  to  death  because  they 
stood  up  for  their  rights.  I  scold  at  Li  Pang, 
Deng  Xiao-ping.  I  rebel  against  this  op¬ 
pressive,  brutal  government. 

When  I  read  Bay  Windows  [Vol.  7,  No. 
28],  I  saw  you  said  “I  wonder  if  the  students 
would  understand  it  if  we  said  to  one  of 
them  if  one  of  you  is  of  a  specific  sexual 
orientation,  you’re  going  to  be  protected. 
As  1  look  back  at  those  wonderful  students, 
who  are  willing  to  share  in  democracy,  I 
wonder  if  the  teacher  took  them  back  and 
told  them  they  could  be  protected  on  the 
basis  of ...  sexual  preference.  They’d  be  baf¬ 
fled.”  Your  assumption  that  the  democracy 
movement  does  not  include  protection  of 
sexual  orientation  is  inaccurate  and  ir¬ 
responsible. 

Any  human  being  on  earth  wish  to  live 
with  freedom.  None  of  us  wish  to  be  re¬ 
jected  by  societies  merely  because  we  are 
Asians,  women,  black,  Hispanic,  white,  gay 
or  lesbian.  None  of  us  would  protest,  lobby 
in  demanding  our  right,  if  our  individual 
freedom  is  not  being  taken  away.  Please  put 
yourself  in  our  position.  If  you  were  gay  and 


being  denied  housing,  employment,  or  if 
you  were  in  love  with  a  man  but  your 
legislator  say  your  love  is  not  acceptable  by 
law;  do  you  still  think  this  democracy  really 
respect  your  individual  freedom?? 

Freedom  is  to  live  and  let  live,  to  love  and 
be  loved.  Among  the  ten  thousand  Chinese 
students  in  Tein-An  Men  square,  many  of 
them  are  gays  or  lesbians.  They  come 
together  with  our  brothers  and  sisters, 
fighting  for  the  right  to  live,  to  love,  and 
human  right.  These  are  the  freedom  we  are 
fighting  for. 

Reading  your  comment,  I  am  wondering 
if  American  democracy  and  liberty  of 
freedom  benefit  “all”  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  are,  why  the  lesbians  and  gay 
men  still  need  to  fight  for  their  fundamental 
right.  I  do  not  understand  why  the  govern¬ 
ment  work  against  this  individual  freedom. 

It  is  sad  to  see  oppression  can  come  in  dif¬ 
ferent  form.  We  experience  it  during  the 
Chinese  government  brutal  massacre.  Here 
in  the  United  States,  there  are  also  law¬ 
makers  oppressing  people  via  state  and  na¬ 
tional  level.  If  individual  right  does  not 
distribute  to  everyone  equally,  this 
democracy  seems  hypocritical  to  me. 

Please  keep  democracy  shining,  but  we 
must  make  sure  it  shine  on  every  face. 

Sincerely, 

_  Jack  Lo 

Brighton,  Mass. 

Open  letter  from  the 
Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski 

Dear  GCN: 

The  National  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  is  proud  to  announce  that  it  has 
achieved  its  primary  objective  and  is  closing 
its  doors.  At  this  time,  we  would  like  to  ex¬ 
tend  our  thanks  to  the  many  organizations 
and  individuals  who  have  participated  in  our 
efforts  through  their  generous  support  of 
our  activities.  Sharon  Kowalski  is  receiving 
rehabilitative  care  in  the  Minneapolis  area, 
she  has  access  to  Karen  Thompson  and 
other  friends,  and  we  have  broken  Donald 
Kowalskis  stranglehold  on  his  daughter’s 
life.  Without  the  support  of  the  community 
we  could  not  have  achieved  these  things. 

Many  organizations  provided'  support 
and  advice.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  the 
National  Organization  for  Women,  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  and  in¬ 
numerable  local  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  across  the  nation.  The  Disability 
Rights  Task  Education  and  Defense  Fund 
advised  us  about  ways  to  spread  word  of  the 
case  to  disability  rights  activists  and  sup¬ 
porters.  Connie  Panzarino  of  the  Boston 
Self-Help  Center,  and  Marilyn  Saviola  of 
the  New  York  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  and  the  Center  for  the  In¬ 
dependence  of  the  Disabled  in  New  York, 
offered  us  powerful  education  about 
ableism,  and  Boston  Self-Help  also  served  as 
a  fiscal  agent.  Special  support  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  was  given  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Action  Council,  Rainbow 
Women,  and  the  Nursing  Home  Action 
Group.  Significant  financial  support  was 
provided  by  grants  from  the  Astraea  Foun¬ 
dation  and  the  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights. 

The  lesbian/gay  and  feminist  press 
understood  and  reported  on  the  significance 
of  the  case  long  before  there  was  a  National 
Committee,  and  has  continued  to 
disseminate  the  news  with  speed  and  convic¬ 
tion.  Some  of  the  earliest  coverage  appeared 
in  Gay  Community  News,  off  our  backs,  the 
Minneapolis  Equal  Times,  Philadelphia 
Gay  News,  Windy  City  Times,  and  the 
Washington  Blade.  We  thank  all  of  the  com¬ 
munity  presses  for  their  loyalty. 

Gay  and  lesbian  bookstores  across  the 
country  prominently  displayed  Karen  and 
Julie’s  book  Why  Can’t  Sharon  Kowalski 
Come  Home?,  and  supported  us  with  book 
parties,  space  to  sell  buttons  or  collect  dona¬ 
tions,  and  access  to  tabling  for  cards  and 
petitions.  Spinsters/Aunt  Lute  took  the  risk 
to  publish  the  book  at  a  time  when  litigation 
was  still  pending.  The  book  will  continue  to 
tell  the  story  of  this  important  case  for  years 
to  come. 

Local  Free  Sharon  committees  nation¬ 
wide  gave  us  national  clout,  a  broad 
grassroots  reach  when  it  came  to  community 
education,  and  prolific  ideas.  Thanks  are 
due  to  local  committee  organizers  in 
Boston,  Maine,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Tallahassee,  Minneapolis,  Madison,  San 
Francisco,  Louisville,  Dallas/Fort  Worth, 
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Houston,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Col¬ 
orado,  North  Carolina,  Connecticut,  and 
Tennessee.  Through  their  organizational 
skills,  both  local  and  national  committees 
offered  a  rare  cross-fertilization  through 
which  members  with  disabilities,  and  gay 
and  lesbian  members  who  were  temporarily 
able-bodied,  could  meet  and  learn  from  one 
another,  and  members  who  were  part  of 
both  communities  could  feel  affirmed  for  all 
of  who  they  were.  Some  of  these  committees 
will  continue  their  community  education  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Finally,  we  thank  the  individual  and  in¬ 
stitutional  endorsers  and  supporters  of  Na¬ 
tional  Free  Sharon  Kowalski  Day.  Perhaps 
more  than  any  other  activity  we  undertook, 
NFSKD  was  the  event  that  succeeded  in 
making  the  case  a  national  issue  and  achiev¬ 
ing  a  breakthrough  into  the  mainstream 
media. 

The  case  of  Sharon  Kowalski  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  focusing  the  attention  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  on  the  need  for 
domestic  partnership  protections,  which  is 
sure  to  be  one  of  the  biggest  community 
issues  of  the  next  decade,  as  well  as  teaching 
us  about  the  need  to  have  durable  power  of 
attorney  documents  and  wills  right  now.  It 
has  also  raised  community  consciousness 
about  the  rights  of  people  with  disabilities  to 
access  to  all  areas  of  life  in  our  society  as  a 
whole  and  in  our  community  in  particular. 
Karen  Thompson’s  determination  and  her 
refusal  to  give  Sharon  Kowalski  up  for  dead 
have  made  possible  the  education  of  hun¬ 
dreds  and  thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  people  with  disabilities  about  the 
rights  we  have  and  must  protect,  and  the 
rights  we  do  not  have  and  must  fight  for. 
The  battle  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski  from  her 
prison  in  Hibbing  is  over,  and  every  person 
who  ever  responded  to  our  appeals  can  share 
that  victory.  But  we  must  remember  that 
cases  like  this  one  are  happening  every  day. 
The  war  for  all  of  our  rights  to  equal  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  law  has  only  begun. 

Tacie  Dejanikus 
Pamela  Slycord 
Caroline  Foty 
Julie  Andrzejewski 
Cheryl  Vitow 

HI  Washington,  D.C. 

Looking  for  some  gay  civil 
rights 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  you  this  letter  to  see  if  anyone 
knows  why  I  haven’t  been  able  to  get  in 
touch  with  some  gay  civil  rights  groups.  I’ve 
been  put  in  prison  on  something  I’ve  never 
done  and  because  I’m  gay  is  the  reason  why 
I’m  here.  What  does  a  gay  have  to  do  to  get 
some  kind  of  help  from  people  of  his  own 
kind.  I  wrote  to  a  lot  of  people  to  ask  for 
some  support  in  my  gay  rights  and  no  one 
ever  wrote  me  back.  Why  is  that?  I  thought 
that’s  what  the  gay  civil  rights  are  for,  to 
help  men  and  ladies  who  are  gay  and  had 
their  gay  rights  thrown  out.  I’m  a  25  year  old 
gay  male  and  am  in  prison.  I  was  charged 
with  sexual  charges  that  I  never  done,  but 
because  I’m  gay  they  used  that  against  me. 

I  lost  my  love  about  9  months  ago  because 
I’m  in  here  and  lost  a  lot  of  my  friends. 
Well,  I  hope  someone  out  there  will  read  this 
and  write  me. 

Michael  Genthner 
HCN  70  Box  428 
Bucks  Harbor,  ME  04618 


Politics  versus  spirit 

Dear  GCN: 

In  March  of  1971,  the  Women’s  School 
came  into  being.  The  School  is  one  of  the 
longest-running  projects  to  operate  out  of 
the  Women’s  Center  at  46  Pleasant  Street  in 
Cambridge. 

For  the  past  18  years  the  Women’s  School 
has  offered  classes  and  workshops  in  the  fall 
and  spring.  Women  volunteer  their  time  to 
offer  classes  to  other  interested  women. 
Another  small  group  of  women  works  col- 
Jectively  to  administer  the  school,  choosing 
courses  and  doing  publicity. 

In  the  past  few  years  the  School  has  begun 
to  change,  which  in  some  ways  reflects  what 
is  happening  in  our  community.  Classes  in 
the  past  focused  on  sharing  concerns  about 
our  health  and  the  self-help  movement, 
politics  of  lesbianism  and  separatism,  and 
the  relationship  of  feminism  and  socialism. 

Today  there  is  less  and  less  commitment 
to  political  issues  and  more  to  skills  and 
spiritual  concerns.  We  on  the  current  collec- 
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Stonewall  into  the  future: 
talking  ’bout  a  revolution 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

The  20th  anniversary  of  the  uprising 
against  anti-gay  police  harassment  at  the 
Stonewall  Inn  is  an  opportune  time  for  a 
reality  checkpoint.  During  the  last  two 
decades  of  the  lesbian/gay  movement, 
we’ve  formed  local  and  national  organiza¬ 
tions  and  corporations  with  executive  direc¬ 
tors,  boards  and  bureaucratic  policies  and 
procedures.  These  groups  only  vaguely 
resemble  their  grassroots  predecessors:  the 
Mattachine  Society,  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
and  the  Knights  of  the  Clock. 

Clad  in  button-down  oxfords,  red  silk  ties 
and  khaki  trousers,  our  leaders  bear  an  un¬ 
canny  resemblance  to  our  oppressors.  This 
sometimes  causes  us  to  forget  that  the  occa¬ 
sion  by  which  we  mark  the  birth  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement  was  neither  premedi¬ 
tated,  nor  deliberated  over  in  caucuses  or 
conferences.  Rather,  it  was  the  spontaneous 
reaction  of  a  group  of  Black  and  Latino 
drag  queens  who  were  simply  fed  up  at  hav¬ 
ing  their  cocktails  interrupted  by  the  police. 
The  episode  reminds  me  that  Rosa  Parks 
didn’t  need  the  NAACP  [National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  Peo¬ 
ple],  SCLC  [Southern  Christian  Leadership 


By  Jeff  Barmeyer,  with  a  preface  by  ACT 
UP/Boston 

Some  of  the  obituaries  following  Jeff 
Barmeyer’s  death  on  July  6,  1989  mentioned 
that  he  was  a  “supporter”  of  ACT 
UP/Boston.  In  fact,  Jeff  was  an  active  and 
valued  member  of  the  organization  for  over 
a  year  before  his  death,  and  his  untimely 
passing  has  left  us  with  a  feeling  of  terrible 
loss.  Many  of  us  saw  Jeffrey  Barmeyer  for 
the  last  time  three  weeks  before  his  death, 
when  he  stood  with  us  in  the  chilling  rain  at 
Astra  Pharmaceuticals  in  Westboro,  Mass., 
where  we  had  gathered  to  protest  that  drug 
company’s  murderous  disregard  for  the 
lives  of  people  with  AIDS. 

Our  issue  at  Astra  was  access  to  lifesaving 
treatment  for  people  with  AIDS  who  do  not 
qualify  for  clinical  trials.  The  membership 
of  ACT  UP/Boston  would  like  to  share  with 
GCN ’s  readers  some  of  Jeff’s  own  words  on 
this  subject  —  a  subject  that  was  of  pro¬ 
found  importance  to  him.  The  following 
document  was  written  for  ACT 
UP /Boston’s  September  1988  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  Harvard  Medical  School,  at  which 
Jeff  spoke  eloquently.  ACT  UP/Boston 
feels  there  can  be  no  more  fitting  tribute  to 
Jeff  Barmeyer  than  letting  people  know  his 
feelings  on  these  issues  that  are  of  such 
crucial  importance  to  the  community  of 
which  he  was  such  a  valued  part,  and  by 
which  he  is  now  so  painfully  missed. 

I  have  AIDS. 

Let  me  tell  you  how  hard  it  has  been  for 
me  to  gain  access  to  cutting  edge  treatments 
in  Boston. 

AZT,  the  only  approved  drug  against 
AIDS,  is  proven  to  have  toxic  side  effects.  I 


Conference]  or  the  Urban  League  to  tell  her 
that  she  had  a  right  to  sit  wherever  she  pleas¬ 
ed  on  the  bus  —  she  just  needed  her  aching 
feet! 

The  activists  among  us  must  realize  that 
far  from  being  grassroots  movers  and 
shakers  on  the  front  lines  of  the  struggle,  we 
are  members  of  a  leisure  class  who  have  con¬ 
structed  lifestyles  which  allow  us  the  time  to 
lobby,  write,  make  speeches,  strategize  and 
pout  when  the  “community”  doesn’t  re¬ 
spond  to  our  agendas  in  the  prescribed  man¬ 
ner. 

The  gay  liberation  movement  consistently 
fails  to  address  the  needs  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  are  not  white,  middle-class,  or 
privileged.  What  does  the  passage  of  a 
domestic  partnership  bill  mean  to  a  Latina 
couple  dependent  on  WIC  [Women,  Infants 
and  Children]?  What  does  the  repeal  of 
sodomy  laws  mean  to  the  Black  gay  man 
who  is  imprisoned  for  stealing  his  dinner? 
What  does  the  passage  of  an  anti-discrimi¬ 
nation  bill  mean  to  a  Haitian  laborer  being 
paid  off  the  books? 

One  cannot  negate  the  importance  and 
the  necessity  of  legislation  which  prescribes 


am  not  taking  AZT  because  it  has  the  same 
side  effect  as  the  chemotherapy  I  received  to 
treat  my  opportunistic  malignancy:  bone 
marrow  suppression. 

I  tried  to  enroll  in  the  clinical  trials  of  dex- 
tran  sulfate,  a  substance  with  anti-HIV  pro¬ 
perties  that  has  been  used  in  Japan  for 
another  use  for  30  years  without  severe  side 
effects.  I  was  excluded  from  this  protocol 
because  I  am  P24  antigen  negative,  even 
though  leading  AIDS  researchers  admit  they 
don’t  know  what  this  means.  I  tried  to  enroll 
in  the  ribavarin  protocol,  but  was  excluded 
for  the  same  reason.  I  also  don’t  qualify  for 
CD4  trials.  Actually,  many  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  are  being  excluded  from 
these  protocols  at  Harvard  teaching 
hospitals  under  a  myriad  of  criteria.  After 
10  months  with  AIDS  I  still  can’t  obtain  any 
experimental  drugs  to  combat  HIV.  Why 
am  I  denied  access  to  these  promising  drugs 
under  Harvard’s  protocol  terms? 

Harvard’s  Dr.  Martin  Hirsch  continues  to 
design  protocols  in  which  some  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  (subjects?)  are  given  placebos  despite 
their  need  for  an  active  agent.  FDA  Com¬ 
missioner  Young  says  the  FDA  [Food  and 
Drug  Administration]  no  longer  requires 
placebo  control  groups.  Is  using  placebos 
ethical? 

It  also  took  me  months  to  get  aerosolized 
pentamidine,  a  prophylaxis  to  prevent  the 
most  common  killer  of  PWAs, 
pneumocystis  pneumonia.  Even  so,  I  was 
not  eligible  for  the  research  protocol  and 
was  only  able  to  get  it  through  compas¬ 
sionate  clinicians  —  but  at  my  own  con¬ 
siderable  expense  since  Blue  Cross  won’t 


the  equal  treatment  of  all  individuals 
regardless  of  demographic  variances. 
However,  one  must  question  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  such  legislation  in  a  society  that  is 
filled  with  power  blocs.  One  must  also  con¬ 
sider  why  the  most  visible  spokespersons  for 
the  movement  are  white  males.  Are  lesbians 
and  people  of  color  incapable  of  assuming 
such  roles,  or  simply  apathetic?  Or,  is  it 
possible  that  the  oppressed  have  actually 
taken  on  the  characteristics  of  the  oppressor 
—  placing  misogyny,  racism,  and  classism 
on  their  hidden  agendas? 

Moving  into  the  nineties,  we  must  take  on 
the  challenge  of  measuring  our  growth  by 
our  ability  to  incorporate  the  struggles  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  not  viewed  as 
mainstream  —  to  be  inclusive  of  those  we 
claim  to  represent,  and  to  relinquish  power 
instead  of  giving  lip  service  to  the  concept  of 
empowerment.  What  happened  at  the 
Stonewall  Inn  was  only  an  uprising,  we’re 
still  waiting  for  a  true  revolution. 

Craig  Harris  is  an  activist/writer  liv¬ 
ing  in  New  York.  He  has  published  works  in 
many  anthologies  and  has  been  an  AIDS 
public  health  worker  for  several  years. 

words 


cover  it.  In  the  Boston  protocols,  those  ex¬ 
cluded  include  AIDS  patients  with  oppor¬ 
tunistic  infections  other  than  pneumocystis, 
AIDS  patients  with  opportunistic  malignan¬ 
cies  (including  me),  ARC  patients,  and  HIV 
positive  patients  with  T-cell  counts  falling 
toward  200.  All  of  these  patients  are  at  high 
risk  of  getting  pneumocystis,  and  none  of 
them  are  eligible  for  the  protocols.  Many  of 
them  being  treated  at  Harvard  teaching 
hospitals  are  still  not  receiving  this  life  sav¬ 
ing  treatment. 

According  to  leading  AIDS  researchers  in 
San  Francisco,  where  aerosolized  pen¬ 
tamidine  is  widely  available  and  being  used 
by  most  of  those  at  risk  as  a  standard  treat¬ 
ment,  the  incidence  of  pneumocystis  has 
declined  dramatically.  Wake  up,  Harvard 
Medical!  This  is  no  time  to  be  conservative. 
How  many  PWAs  must  die  of  pneumocystis 
before  aerosolized  pentamidine  is  made 
widely  available  (not  just  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  between  2  and  4  p.m.)  in  your 
hospitals,  as  it  is  with  obviously  successful 
results  elsewhere? 

As  for  me,  I’m  heading  to  San  Francisco 
this  month  to  explore  purchase  of  dextran 
sulfate  on  the  black  market.  I  don’t  have 
time  to  wait  for  Harvard  hospitals  to  design 
a  protocol  that  I  do  qualify  for.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  neither  do  the  other  two  million 
Americans  infected  with  HIV  have  time  to 
wait  before  experimental  drugs  are  made 
available. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


Jeff  Barmeyer,  in  his  own 


tive  are  concerned  about  this  trend.  We  are 
facing  a  time  when  political  activism  is 
essential  to  our  health  and  survival,  in¬ 
dividually  and  as  a  community.  We  want  the 
School  to  become  a  force  in  the  community 
for  sparking  change.  We  want  women  to 
come  together  to  learn  from  each  other  the 
ways  in  which  we  can  bring  about  radical 
changes. 

There  are  four  of  us  who  have  been  plan¬ 
ning  the  Women’s  School  terms  for  the  past 
several  years.  We  need  ideas  for  classes  and 
workshops  and  women  to  give  of  themselves 
to  work  on  and  with  the  collective. 

We  are  asking  women  who  have  the 
energy  and  commitment  to  take  us  into  the 
’90s  to  attend  a  meeting  on  August  14th  at 
7:30  pm  at  the  Women’s  Center  or  call  (617) 
354-8807.  in  struggle, 

Mary  Leno 

for  the  Women’s  School  Collective 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


Persecuted  for  not  being 
ashamed  (of  being  gay) 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  in  hopes  of  gaining  some  of 
your  attention  regarding  many  serious  prob¬ 
lems  at  the  Indiana  Youth  Center.  The  pro¬ 
blem  is,  the  majority  of  known  homosexuals 
are  being  continuously  harassed  and 
persecuted  for  not  being  ashamed  of  what 
we  are,  or  for  whom  we  choose  to  be  with. 

If  by  chance  you  are  white  and  your  lover 
happens  to  be  black  you  are  subjected  to 
many  forms  of  violations  (‘conduct 
reports’)and  punishment.  Needless  to  say  it 
really  doesn’t  matter  what  your  defense  may 
be,  homosexuals  are  found  guilty  of 
whatever  charge.  I  have  tried  to  obtain 
some  information  about  organizations  that 
might  be  of  help  in  this  regard,  however  that 
has  been  to  no  avail. 


This  is  a  very  urgent  matter,  for  people 
are  losing  their  ‘earned  good  time’  after  so 
many  conduct  reports  and  are  therefore  ser¬ 
ving  longer  prison  sentences,  frivolously. 

All  we  want  is  to  be  treated  like  people. 
Your  kindness,  concern  and  prompt  reply 
will  be  appreciated! 

Kyle  Lockhart 
855975  (B-dorm) 
_  727  Moon  Road 

Plainfield,  IN  46168 
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FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAYS  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


Jorge  Araujo,  1929-1989 

Gay  activist  Jorge  Araujo  died  in  Mexico 
City  May  15,  just  two  months  after  his  six¬ 
tieth  birthday. 

Jorge  was  one  of  the  organizing  members 
of  the  now-defunct  gay  activist  group  Grupo 
B.  After  the  demise  of  Grupo  B  two  years 
ago,  Jorge  continued  to  remain  in  touch 
with  other  similar  groups.  He  did  Spanish 
translations  for  the  gay  magazine  Macho 
Tips  where  he  worked.  He  also  did  transla¬ 
tions  for  Pazy  Liberacion  and  published  let¬ 
ters  some  years  ago  about  the  gay  situation 
in  Mexico  in  GCN. 

In  a  letter  dated  September  14,  1988, 
Jorge  wrote  “the  SIDA  (AIDS)  crisis...  is 
getting  more  and  more  victims  in  Mexican 
Republic,  now  2,000  people,  that  will  be  dou¬ 
ble  in  six  months  more.  We  are  having  [an] 
intensive  campaign  with  street  posters,  T.  V. 
and  radio  spots,  theatre  plays,  and  movies, 
showing  safe  sex,  the  use  of  condom,  and 
how  to  help  sick  people.  There  is  a  new 
group  by  the  name  of  CALAMO  that  is  do¬ 
ing  so  much  for  gay  people.” 

In  the  same  letter,  he  wrote  “[I  am]  afraid 
to  be  alone  once  more  now  that  I  am  almost 
60  years  old.”  Since  I  was  in  my  68th  year  at 
the  time,  I  tried  to  help  him  see  that  moving 
into  the  sixties  was  not  necessarily  a  bleak 
prospect.  I  suggested  that  he  might  want  to 
spend  more  time  with  his  older  friends  so 
that  they  could  be  role  models  for  him.  His 
response  in  a  January  7,  1989  letter  was 
positive. 

“You  are  so  right  about  having  older  peo¬ 
ple  around  me. ...by  the  way,  I  go  once  a 
month  to  a  house  where  five  older  ones  get 
together  to  share  their  loneliness,  each  one 
has  his  own  world  at  his  bedroom,  but  they 
share  the  rest  of  the  house  and  every  Sunday 
they  all  help  each  other  in  cooking  so  nice 
dinner  and  receiving  friends  to  share  it 
with.” 

I  did  not  hear  from  Jorge  again  till  April 
17.  It  was  the  last  letter  I  ever  got  from  him. 
He  thanked  me  for  a  birthday  card  I  had 
sent  him  and  talked  about  how  happy  he 
had  been  lately  because  of  a  new  relation¬ 
ship.  But  he  also  said  that  he  had  not  been 
feeling  well.  After  undergoing  extensive 
tests,  Jorge  found  out  that  he  had  a  tumor. 

On  June  1 , 1  received  a  letter,  from  some¬ 
one  I  didn’t  know,  telling  me  of  Jorge’s 
death.  The  handwriting  was  hard  to  read 
and  there  was  no  punctuation.  The  spelling 
was  erratic  and  1  had  to  seek  help  with  the 
translation. 

I  have  tried  with  my  sometimes  free  trans- 


Iowa 

Continued  from  page  I 

Muscatine  where  no  openly-gay  citizens 
took  part  in  either  the  drafting  of  or  public 
debate  on  the  legislation. 

Michael  Current,  co-chair  of  the  recently- 
formed  Iowa  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Caucus,  said  he  “would  have  been  extreme¬ 
ly  pleased  if  the  mayor  had  passed  the  or¬ 
dinance,”  but  given  the  absence  of  local  gay 
activism,  it  wasn’t  surprising  the  effort  fail¬ 
ed. 

Kemp  said  there  are  no  current  plans  to 
try  to  override  the  mayor’s  veto,  since  it 
takes  five  votes  to  do  so  and  the  4-3  split  is 
set.  He  said  perhaps  the  Council  would 
reconsider  the  issue  after  the  November 
election,  in  which  three  of  the  four  coun¬ 
cilors  in  favor  of  the  ordinance  will  face  the 
voters. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Compound  Q 

Continued  from  page  3 

receive  3  doses  of  Compound  Q  by  infusion. 
They  are  monitored  closely  and  receive 
ongoing  extensive  physical  examination  by 
doctors  participating  in  the  study.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  comprehensive  informed  consent  pro- 
gone  into  a  coma  in  reaction  to  Compound 
Q,  but  had  come  out  of  the  coma  and  was 
cedures  were  followed.  In  order  to  ensure 
that  doctors  are  not  technically  dispensing 
the  drug,  patients  obtain  the  drug  from  out¬ 
side  sources  and  bring  it  to  participating 
physicians. 

The  existence  of  the  Project  Inform  study 
was  made  known  at  the  outset  to  some 
members  of  the  media  in  exchange  for  an 
agreement  not  to  reveal  information  about 
the  study  until  it  was  concluded.  The  story 
broke  in  the  media  prematurely,  however, 
when  one  of  the  participants  died.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  published  reports,  Robert  Parr  had 


lation  to  convey  the  sense  and  feeling  of  this 
letter  from  a  stranger.  I  offer  it,  along  with 
Jorge’s  letters,  because  I  believe  that  these 
encounters  with  aging,  catastrophic  illness 
and  death  may  have  some  meaning  for 
others: 

Dear  friend  I  am  very  sorry  to  give  you 
news  which  will  fill  you  with  pain.  Jorge 
died  the  15th  day  of  May....  You  cannot 
know  how  I  have  cried  since  he  was  my  on¬ 
ly  friend.  I  have  not  written  to  you  sooner 
because  my  head  was  in  such  turmoil.... 

To  give  you  details  of  his  illness  would  be 
very  painful  to  suffer  again  all  that  was  so 
sad....  Since  he  suffered  so  much  may  he 
rest  in  peace.  Your  friend,  O. 

□  Glenn  L.  Sitzman 


Robert  Wren 


Robert  Wren  —  gay  scholar,  activist,  and 
writer  —  died  June  1 1  in  a  plane  crash  in 
Hawaii.  He  was  61. 

Wren  was  professor  of  English  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Houston.  He  served  on  the  steer¬ 
ing  committee  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association,  and  was  an  in¬ 
formal  advisor  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  stu¬ 
dent  group  at  the  University. 

After  earning  a  doctorate  at  Princeton  in 
17th  century  drama,  Wren  built  a  reputation 
as  a  scholar  of  African  literature.  For  a  time 
he  lived  in  Nigeria,  where  he  sponsored  a 
number  of  youths  through  college. 

Under  the  pen  name  “Robert  Campbell,” 
Wren  wrote  short  gay  fiction.  An  anthology 
of  his  work,  Singularities,  was  published  by 
Acolyte  Press,  Amsterdam,  the  week  he  was 
killed. 

Toward  the  end  of  his  career,  Wren  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  history  of  sexuality. 
He  left  unfinished  a  book  about  homosex¬ 
uality  in  18th  century  England. 

Wren  and  1 1  others  died  in  a  crash  of  a 
Scenic  Air  Tours  flight  from  Hawaii  to 
Maui.  Wren  was  visiting  the  University  of 
Hawaii  in  preparation  for  a  Fullbright 
fellowship  in  Indonesia  next  year. 

□  Bill  Andriette 


GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  sub¬ 
mit  obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask 
that  obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and 
limited  to  500  words,  if  possible,  include  a 
photograph,  if  available.  We  offer  writing  assis¬ 
tance  upon  request.  Contact  the  News  department 
if  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  to  make  a 
submission. 


recovering.  He  then  vomited  in  his  sleep  and 
suffocated.  One  other  study  participant  has 
since  died,  after  asking  to  have  his  life  sup¬ 
port  systems  removed.  His  death  was  not  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  drug.  “He  begged  to  be 
entered  into  the  study,”  said  Waites.  “He 
had  such  advanced  KS  of  the  lungs  already 
that  he  was  coughing  up  blood.”  Essential¬ 
ly,  Waites  indicated,  this  person’s  HIV  in¬ 
fection  had  already  advanced  too  far  to  be 
helped  by  Compound  Q. 

When  the  news  of  the  unofficial  study  was 
made  public,  Volberding  of  UCSF  was 
openly  critical  of  the  trial  and  of  Martin 
Delaney,  executive  director  of  Project  In¬ 
form.  “It  doesn’t  take  a  genius  to  hand  out 
drugs,”  he  told  the  New  York  Times,  “but 
it  takes  a  certain  amount  of  discipline  to  ask 
questions  in  a  rigorous  way.”  Delaney  has 
responded  that  any  risks  from  Compound  Q 
are  greatly  overshadowed  by  the  risk  of 
AIDS  itself. 

Roland  of  ACT  UP/SF  agrees  that  the 
situation  calls  for  extraordinary  measures. 
“The  context  is  that  people  are  dying 
because  of  over-regulation  by  the  FDA  and 
people  are  dying  because  the  NIH  [National 
Institute  of  Health]  system  is  not  responsive 
enough,  is  not  organized  enough  to  be  able 
to  say  ‘here  is  a  promising  treatment.  We 
need  to  find  out  very  quickly  if  and  how  it 
works’.” 

In  addition,  noted  Waites,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  controlled  treatment  program  was 
critical  because  “this  drug  was  already  com¬ 
ing  into  the  community.  People  think  they 
can  be  taking  it  on  their  own  in  their  kitch¬ 
en,  but  they  shouldn’t.  It’s  strong  and 
dangerous.” 

Waites  noted  that  the  treatment 
program’s  coordinators  were  galvanized  in¬ 
to  activity  in  part  because  the  FDA’s  Phase  1 
study  would  take  9  months  to  complete. 
“We  had  the  choice  to  sit  back  and  watch, 
or  to  take  some  active  participation.” 

□  filed  from  Santa  Cruz 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 


MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  • 
counseling 


Boston  •  617-267-0900 
’  research  •  education 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 


1*900*999*8500 

(95<  IdafawU 


50<  ooch  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  In 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

)■( 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-1319 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


x  11  fplllj 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 
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WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 
A  United  Way  Agency 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
'Real  Estate  Transfers 
'Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
'Discrimination 
'Unemployment 
'Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

August  15th,  7:30  PM 
First  Baptist  Church 
110  Commonwealth  Ave. 

(Corner  of  Commonwealth  & 
Clarendon) 

Boston 

Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 _ 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 
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Rest  stop 

Continued  from  page  3 

“beginning  of  dialogue”  between  the  gay 
community  and  the  state  police. 

Gorton  said  the  group  went  into  the 
meeting  with  three  objectives:  to  set  up  a 
liaison  process  between  the  gay  community 
and  the  state  police;  to  begin  “sensitivity 
training”  for  law  enforcement  personnel  at 
the  state  level;  and  to  end  the  entrapment 
techniques  used  by  the  police.  “We  got  two 
of  the  three  demands  outright,”  said  Gor¬ 
ton,  who  added  that  he  was  encouraged  by 
McCabe’s  willingness  to  meet  with  the 
group. 

As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  a  liaison  pro¬ 
cess  has  been  established,  with  the  com¬ 
mander  of  uniformed  state  police,  Lt.  Col. 
William  McCollough,  being  named  the 
liaison.  In  addition,  a  sensitivity  training 
program  will  be  established,  with  Joyce  Col¬ 
lier  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program  and 
Gottwald  working  with  state  police. 
“Something  like  this  [the  arrests  at  the  rest 
stop]  can  have  a  devastating  effect  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives,”  Collier  told  GC7V.  “Our  goal  is 
to  work  with  the  state  police  to  get  them  to 
address  this  in  a  different  way.” 

McCabe  did  not  agree  to  stop  using  the 
arrest  tactics  used  in  the  Norwell  sting 
operation,  said  Gorton.  He  and  others  in  at¬ 
tendance  said  McCabe  refused  to  rule  out 
the  undercover  “decoy”  techniques,  but 
that  he  agreed  they  would  be  a  “last  resort.” 
Donna  McKay-Randozzi,  vice-chair  of 
GBLGPA  and  one  of  the  people  at  the 
meeting,  said  she  thought  there  was  progress 
made  on  the  entrapment  issue. 

“I  feel  they  heard  us,”  said  McKay- 
Randozzi.  “One  of  the  fears  [raised  by  the 
arrests]  is  the  idea  of  sweeps.  Look  back  at 
Stonewall  when  police  came  right  into  bars. 
We  tried  to  explain  that  as  lesbian  and  gay 
people  we  are  subject  to  police 
harassment.” 

Cathcart  said  he  didn’t  think  entrapment 
by  police  would  stop,  but  that  at  least  the 
meeting  with  McCabe  might  temporarily 
“keep  it  under  control.”  He  called  the  sting 
a  “dramatic  waste  of  state  resources,”  and 
said  the  state  troopers  could  have  served  the 
public  better  by  looking  out  for  drunk  driv¬ 
ing  and  investigating  crimes  than  by  “posing 
at  picnic  tables  trying  to  get  gay  men  to  talk 
to  them.” 

A  spokesperson  for  the  state  po¬ 
lice,  Cpl.  Joseph  Howley,  described  the 
meeting  with  the  gay  representatives  as 
“positive.”  “The  Commissioner  heard 
what  they  had  to  say,”  said  Howley.  “They 
seemed  very  happy  when  they  were  leaving. 
This  is  what  the  system  is  all  about,”  he 
said.  “We  like  to  do  our  job  and  not  anger 
any  part  of  the  population,”  said  Howley. 

Taking  on  the  media 

In  addition  to  expressing  outrage  at  the 
police,  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
slammed  the  media  for  its  coverage  of  the 
arrests.  Cathcart  said  that  two  acts  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence  had  been  perpetrated  on  the 
men  at  the  rest  stop;  the  arrests  themselves 
and  the  publicity  in  the  media.  The  Boston 
Globe ,  Boston  Herald,  and  the  Patriot 
Ledger  all  printed  stories  July  21  about  the 
arrests.  All  included  the  names  and  towns 
recorded  in  the  arrest  records,  and  the 
Ledger  included  the  street  addresses  of  the 
men. 

Cathcart  said  being  arrested  is 
humiliating  for  the  men  involved,  and  that 
the  additional  publicity  is  often  devastating, 
“especially  if  these  people  have  families, 
wives,  boyfriends,  kids  or  bosses”  who 
could  have  adverse  reactions  to  the  news 
that  someone  they  knew  had  been  charged. 

McKay-Randozzi  likened  the  media 
coverage  to  the  public  humiliation  endured 
by  those  incarcerated  in  stockades.  She  said 
especially  “small-town”  papers  like  the 
Ledger  are  interested  in  printing  the  names 
and  addresses  of  people  arrested.  In  fact, 
the  Ledger  defended  its  action,  according  to 
Cathcart,  by  citing  its  policy  of  printing  the 
names  and  addresses  of  those  arrested  in  all 
its  news  stories,  not  just  the  rest  stop  piece. 

Kirk  Scharfenberg,  Deputy  Managing 
Editor  at  the  Globe,  told  GCWhe  thought  it 
was  “a  mistake”  to  have  printed  the  names 
of  the  men  arrested.  He  said  he  thought  the 
men  at  the  rest  stop  “were  seeking  to  engage 
in  consensual  sexual  activity.  While  it  may 
be  a  crime  —  which  is  for  the  courts  to 
decide  —  probably  the  damage  done  by 
printing  the  names  is  disproportional  to  the 
crime.” 

When  asked  whether  the  Globe  would 
establish  a  policy  on  coverage  of  this  kind  of 


story,  Scharfenberg  said  he  and  others  “will 
try  to  get  our  collective  minds  around  this.” 

In  addition  to  printing  the  men’s  names, 
the  Globe  story  also  included  the  occupa¬ 
tions  of  two  of  the  men,  a  priest  and  a 
banker.  The  Globe  reporter  contacted  the 
latter’s  employer,  the  Bank  of  Boston,  and 
solicited  a  comment  about  whether 
disciplinary  action  would  be  taken  against 
the  man.  When  asked  about  the  ap¬ 
propriateness  of  this  aspect  of  the  story, 
Schargenberg  said,  “We  would  have  been 
better  off  not  calling  the  guy’s  employer. 
Again  we  were  subjecting  the  guy  to  possible 
penalties  in  his  public  life  or  activities  in  his 
private  life”  that  outweighed  the  news¬ 
worthiness  of  the  information  in  the  story, 
he  said. 

Gorton  said  he  and  others  who  met  with 
McCabe  had  no  plans  to  officially  approach 
the  media.  But  Cathcart  said  he  was  urging 
people  angered  by  the  news  coverage  to 
write  to  the  papers  and  protest  the  name  and 
address  printing  policies.  □ 

AIDS  zap 

Continued  from  page  I 

was  kicked  out  of  the  church  for  being  gay. 
Dorn  offered  Squire  a  different  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible. 

“Reverend  Squire  likes  to  quote  the  Bible 
and  I  understand  he  likes  to  quote  the 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  story  when  he’s  talk¬ 
ing  about  us  who  are  gay  and  lesbian,”  said 
Dorn.  “Well  I  know  a  little  bit  about  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  too.” 

“The  Sodom  story  is  a  story  of  two  heter¬ 
osexual  men  raping  travellers,”  Dorn  said. 
“It’s  a  story  about  what  happens  to  people 
who  are  inhospitable  and  unwelcoming.... 
Reverend  Squire  and  his  supporters  have 
become  sodomites  sorely  lacking  in 
hospitality.” 

As  Dorn  spoke,  Squire’s  congregation 
sang  hymns  inside  the  church,  but  many 
supporters  of  Concerned  Parents  for 
Abstinence  heckled  Dorn  and  the  pro¬ 
testers. 

Mora  resident  Dave  Halvorson  wore  a 
surgical  mask  and  rubber  gloves  to  suggest 
that  the  demonstrators  were  spreading 
AIDS,  while  a  woman  standing  next  to  him 
said  to  her  grandchild,  “Can  you  say  ‘Cure 
a  queer’  for  grandma?”  A  group  of  teen¬ 
agers  shouted  “Faggots  go  home”  and 
“Hey,  build  your  own  island.”  Tensions 
were  high  and  barricades  separated  the  local 
residents  from  the  protesters.  The  presence 
of  more  than  30  police  officers  prevented 
any  possible  violent  confrontations. 

Most  of  the  onlookers  seemed  more  curi¬ 
ous  than  hostile,  anxious  to  catch  a  glimpse 
of  “Dykes  on  Bikes”  who  escorted  the  four 
school  buses  that  transported  the  demon¬ 
strators.  And  some  townspeople  ex¬ 
pressed  support  about  ACT  UP’s  action. 

“I’m  here  today  because  my  brother  is 
gay,  and  I’m  here  in  support  of  him,”  said 
Arlys,  who  lives  outside  of  Mora.  She  said 
she  thought  the  crowd’s  behavior  was  very 
bigoted  and  narrow,  and  added  that  the 
county  where  Mora  is  located,  Kanabec,  has 
serious  social  problems,  such  as  the  highest 
teen  pregnancy  rate  in  Minnesota.  (The  state 
health  department  reports  that  9.4  percent 
of  the  state’s  teenage  pregnancies  were  in 
Kanabec  county.) 

Records  indicate  that  Kanabec  county  has 
had  one  AIDS  case  since  1982.  Rick  Simon, 
an  ACT  UP  activist  originally  from  the  area, 
spoke  about  his  lover  who  was  Mora’s  foot¬ 
ball  captain  and  who  died  from  AIDS. 

A  man  in  the  crowd  interrupted  Simon  to 
ask,  “Hey,  does  your  Dad  know  you’re 
here?”  to  which  Simon  responded, 
“Yes. ..and  they  support  me  100  percent, 
but  they’re  afraid  of  the  lies  and 
homophobia  around  here.” 

After  several  speakers,  the  protesters 
resumed  marching  in  a  circle  and  sang  “We 
Shall  Overcome.”  As  the  afternoon  heat  in¬ 
tensified,  the  demonstrators  marched  back 
through  Mora.  A  blind  man  played  “Give 
Peace  a  Chance”  on  the  harmonica,  and 
ACT  UP  waited  for  a  person  living  with 
AIDS,  weary  from  the  action,  to  move  to 
the  front  and  lead  them  back  to  the  buses. 

Joni  Hubred,  editor  of  Kanabec  County 
Times,  said  Mora’s  citizens  are  anxious  to 
resolve  the  situation,  but  controversy 
lingers.  ACT  UP’s  demands  for  “accurate, 
unbiased  AIDS  education  in  Mora  public 
schools”  and  an  apology  from  Squire  re¬ 
main  unanswered.  Meanwhile,  the  ACLU  is 
exploring  filing  a  lawsuit  against  Mora’s 
school  board.  □ 
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FROM 
BOY  TOY 


TO 

GAL  PAL 

BY  MARCOS 
BISTICASCOCOVES 

“Don’t  believe  the  stories.” 

—  Madonna 

“Believe  the  stories.” 

—  Sandra  Bernhard 

When  I  first  heard  Madonna 
sing,  I  thought  she  was  Puerto 
Rican.  The  name  helped,  but  it  was 
mostly  the  sound.  “Holiday”  was 
just  like  any  other  tune  to  bop  to  at 
the  Garage,  Madonna  just  any 
other  pubescent  Puertorriquena 
singing  for  us.  The  video  to 
“Borderline”  played  up  the 
Alphabet-Land  Latina.  Only  later 
did  I  learn  that  the  sound  and  the 
look  were  simply  appearance:  she 
was  Italian  from  Detroit.  Just 
think,  taken  in  by  a  fellow  escapee 
from  Motown. 

That  made  me  realize  that  Ma¬ 
donna  Louise  Veronica  Ciccone  is 
skilled  at  revealing  parts  of  herself 
that  don’t  exist.  She  chews  up 
identities  and  spits  them  out 
again.  Now  scruffy,  now  sleek; 
first  quiet,  then  outrageous;  a 
singer,  then  a  dancer,  then  an  ac¬ 
tor.  She  picks  up  vocations  and 
personas  with  surprising  ease.  So 
when  I  heard  the  rumors  that  she 
was  having  an  affair  with  a 
woman,  I  was  skeptical. 

Despite  her  chameleon-like 
qualities,  Madonna  is  actually  very 
consistent.  Ultimately,  her  work 
has  been  about  sex.  Even  where 
race  has  been  a  subtext  —  as  in 
the  “Like  a  Prayer”  video  —  the 
focus  has  been  sexuality  and  sex 
roles.  But  Madonna’s  take  on  sex 
has  been  undergoing  a  change. 
Where  Madonna’s  early  work  rein¬ 
forced  sexual  stereotypes,  her 
present  work  subverts  them.  She 
has  gone  from  “Material  Girl”  to 
“Express  Yourself,”  from  marriage 
to  lesbianism,  from  Sean  to  San¬ 
dra,  from  boy  toy  to  gal  pal. 

Whether  or  not  she  is  actually 
going  down  on  a  woman  is  irrele¬ 
vant  on  one  level.  The  public 
Madonna,  the  star,  is  increasingly 
linking  herself  to  a  woman,  and 
just  at  the  time  when  her  videos 


URSELF! 

THE  ROOT  OF  MY  OBSESSION  WITH 
SANDRA  AND  MADONNA 
IS  UNBRIDLED  LUST 

((is  Sean  dead?  Ah  fuck,  don’t  tell  me  that  Sean  is  dead”  —  Sandra  Bernhard  from 
Without  You  I’m  Nothing,  describing  her  most  recent  and  favorite  nuclear 
I  holocaust  fantasy. 

FANTASY 


I’m  standing  at  the  videobox  in  the 
Cubbyhole  trying  to  choose  my  last  video. 
As  I  push  the  numbers  for  the  one  Sylvester 
song,  a  collective  gasp  emanates  from  all  the 
girls  in  the  house.  I  swing  my  head  to  the 
door;  it’s  them  —  in  walk  Sandra  and 
Madonna!  They  are  holding  hands  and  gig¬ 
gling.  They  are  dressed  identically:  matching 
shorts  and  sequined  bras.  They  gratefully 
accept  the  two  seats  vacated  for  them  and 
begin  to  scope  the  crowd.  I’m  all  dizzy.  I’ve 
suddenly  lost  the  ability  to  breathe,  but  I  can 
play  it  cool.  I  shove  another  dollar  in  the 
machine,  because  I  think  I  look  fly  —  stand¬ 
ing  there.  The  bar  maid  brings  me  a  drink. 
It’s  from  them.  And  I  sense  this  is  only  the 
beginning  of  my  fun  with  the  dynamic  duo. 

REALITY  (AND  OBSESSION) 

It  is  four  a.m.  and  1  have  just  returned 
from  the  Cubbyhole,  a  small,  unassuming 
bar  reputed  to  be  the  fave  hang  out  of  the 
dynamic  duo.  My  usual  visit  to  the  Cubby¬ 
hole  lasts  no  longer  than  an  hour  due  to  lack 
of  space  and  the  constant  barrage  of  bad 
music  videos  (one  can  listen  to  Aerosmith 
only  so  many  times).  Tonight,  however,  was 
special;  I  heard  it  through  the  grapevine  that 
Sandra  and  Madonna  were  in  town,  filming 
Without  You  I’m  Nothing  on  location.  I 
managed  to  stick  it  out  for  three  hours,  all 
the  while  I  longingly  eyed  the  black  and 
white  poster  of  Sandra  scowling  —  the  “I 
will  go  off  on  you”  pose.  The  poster  warns 
“Bad  Girls  Rule”  and  hangs  prominently  in 
the  bar.  As  the  bouncer  walked  by,  1  noticed 
that  she  had  the  picture  silk  screened  on  the 
back  of  her  shirt  and  I  was  jealous.  The  shirt 
and  the  poster  are  both  remnants  from  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  parade;  the  Cub¬ 
byhole  contingent  carried  a  banner  with  the 
“Bad  Girls  Rule”  Sandra  pic  on  one  side  and 
matching  Madonna  picture  on  the  other 
(you  know  the  one  from  Rolling  Stone 
where  she  is  wearing  the  leather  cap  and  her 
black  lace  bra  is  exposed). 

I  left  the  Cubbyhole  defeated;  I  had 
secretly  hoped  that  they  might  show,  just 
stick  their  heads  in,  anything,  just  bless  us 
with  their  presence.  But  fun  girl  that  I  am,  I 
walked  all  the  stairs  to  my  apartment,  open¬ 
ed  the  door  to  my  room,  plugged  in  my  Ma¬ 
donna  shrine,  popped  the  tape  of  “Express 
Yourself”  into  the  VCR,  and  read  the  super¬ 
market  gossip  rag  headlined  “  ‘Like  a 
Prayer’  gal  wants  to  move  in  with  weird  ac¬ 
tress  Sandra  Bernhardt  [sic]  Madonna’s 
Vow:  I’m  Through  With  Men!”  I  am  tired 
and  want  to  sleep,  but  I  know  the  effort  is 
useless.  Sandra  and  Madonna  are  some¬ 
where  in  this  town  and,  let  me  express 
myself,  I  want  to  find  them.  Because  I  am 
obsessed. 

Now  before  you  think  I  am  a  female  John 


Hinckley,  or  some  other  deranged  fan,  let 
me  explain  my  obsession.  I  think  it  is  all  very 
logical  and  quite  healthy.  I  know  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  promotion  and  reality  (pro¬ 
motion  is  more  fun  and  reality  sucks).  Both 
these  girls  are  self-promotion  queens,  but 
that  is  part  of  their  appeal.  They  are  women 
who  mold  their  own  images  without  relying 
on  some  male  svengali  or  becoming  vic¬ 
tims  of  studio  machines  (read:  Bo  Derek, 
Marilyn  Monroe,  Marlene  Dietrich).  But 
what  is  it  about  this  girl  duo  that  has  in¬ 
spired  such  devotion  from  lesbians? 

BAD  GIRLS,  LESBIANS  AND 
FEMALE  FRIENDSHIPS 

I  think  part  of  the  solution  lies  in  the  fact 
that  as  lesbians,  we  are  all  bad  girls,  we  live 
in  a  constant  state  of  rebellion.  Both  Sandra 
and  Madonna  adopt  the  image  of  the  bad 
girl  in  the  formation  of  their  respective  per¬ 
sonae.  They  are  tough,  independent  rebels 
(all  right,  Madonna  does  slip  —  Jellybean, 
Sean  and  Warren  are  weaknesses).  When 
Sandra  and  Madonna  made  their  infamous 
appearance  on  the  David  Letterman  show, 
they  played  up  the  bad  girls  image  by  wear¬ 
ing  matching  denim  shorts  and  t-shirts. 
Their  fashion  choice,  which  copied  the  cur¬ 
rent  clone  look  popular  among  some  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  New  York,  was  a  nod  to 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  as  well  as  an 
affirmation  of  the  rebel  image. 

Madonna  is  especially  adept  at  transpos¬ 
ing  the  culture  codes  of  subcultural  groups 
into  mass  culture.  She  adorns  herself  with 
the  markings  of  the  Other  and  then  sells  that 
look  to  the  masses  through  the  wanna-be 
phenomenon.  In  other  words,  she  uses  her 
clothing  to  cast  herself  as  a  member  of  a  sub¬ 
cultural,  bohemian  group  while  at  the  same 
time  she  is  a  charter  member  of  the  group 
whose  code  she  exploits.  Finally,  she  is  a 
double  agent  who  sells  out  to  the  other  side. 

In  her  latest  incarnation,  and  arguably  in 
her  True  Blue  phase,  Madonna  has  chosen 
to  exploit  an  image  that  appeals  to  lesbians. 
Denim  shorts,  leather  caps,  bolero  hats,  the 
monocle  and  suit  (shades  of  The  Well  of 
Loneliness'  Stephen  Gordon),  all  of  these 
help  lesbians  identify  each  other,  and 
Madonna’s  use  of  these  coded  symbols 
marks  her  as  a  sex  rebel.  Sandra  is  simply  the 
rebel.  Her  material  is  outspoken  and 
naughty  and  its  roots  are  easily  found  in  gay 
male  culture.  Sandra  and  Madonna  both  use 
images  derived  from  gay  (and  to  a  certain 
degree  lesbian)  culture  and  hawk  them  in 
mass  culture.  Although  this  is  clearly  an  ap¬ 
propriation  of  our  culture  and  our  aesthetic, 
it  is  not  all  bad. 

Instead  of  focusing  on  how  our  culture  is 
being  appropriated  and  merchandised,  and 


BY  SYDNEY 
POKORNY 


show  a  deeper  analysis  of  women 
in  patriarchy. 

The  argument,  that  Madonna  is 
starting  to  project  a  more  lesbian- 
feminist  image,  needs  defending, 
so  let's  set  the  terms  of  the  debate 
right  away.  The  universe  of  dis¬ 
course  will  be  limited  to 
Madonna’s  work.  And  her  true 
work  is  not  what  you  might  think  it 
is.  She  is  not  a  singer,  or  a  dancer, 
or  an  actor.  Madonna’s  work  is 
making  videos  and  making 
headlines. 

She’s  not  a  singer:  anyone 
who’s  heard  her  in  concert  can  tell 
you  that.  And  her  studio  sound 
comes  as  much  from  the  remixing 
as  it  does  from  her.  She’s  not  a 
dancer.  (She’d  probably  say  “any¬ 
more.”  But  let’s  face  facts:  even  in 
“Lucky  Star”  she  was  upstaged  by 
the  chorus.)  Two  words  attest  to 
her  acting:  Shanghai  Surprise. 

But  she  can  make  videos.  Her 
videos  make  me  bop  to  her 
mediocre  music.  She  reminds  me 
of  Spielberg  in  that  way;  she 
knows  which  buttons  to  push. 
“Material  Girl”  bored  me  until  she 
sprinkled  it  with  diamonds.  “Open 
Your  Heart”  was  simply  top  forty 
before  the  spikes.  Even  “Like  a 
Prayer”  lacks  a  wallop  without 
stigmata. 

Plus  Madonna  gives  good  inter¬ 
view.  Inquiring  minds  want  to 
know,  and  she  tells  them,  even  if 
she  doesn’t  tell  all.  Whether  it’s  in 
the  Star,  or  People,  or  Interview, 
Madonna’s  life  is  a  media  spec¬ 
tacle,  as  much  of  a  public  event  as 
her  videos.  And  whether  the  event 
is  marriage  or  a  night  on  the  town 
with  the  girls,  every  move  is  or¬ 
chestrated,  every  appearance  is  a 
work  of  art. 

Although  early  in  her  career  Our 
Lady  of  MTV  changed  her  appear¬ 
ance  with  dizzying  frequency,  she 
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DESPERATELY 

SEEKING 

SUBSTANTIATION 

BY  CHRISTOPHER 
W  I  T  T  K  E 

When  the  stories  surfaced  in 
1969  that  Paul  McCartney  was 
dead,  it  seemed  like  logical  be¬ 
havior  to  pop  my  copy  of  Magical 
Mystery  Tour  on  the  turntable, 
spin  it  backwards  and  listen  for 
clues  (this  was  not  my  own  idea, 
everyone  was  doing  it  then).  I  was 
eight  years  old  at  the  time  (a  very 
hip  eight,  if  I  do  say  so  myself)  and 
quite  intrigued  by  the  idea  of 
secret  pop  cultural  messages. 
About  ten  years  later  I  learned  that 
this  was  called  “subtext”  in  litera¬ 
ture  and  “subliminal  marketing”  in 
advertising. 

Now  with  all  the  Madonna  and 
Sandra/Sandra  and  Madonna  are 
they  or  aren’t  they?/did  they  or 
didn’t  they?  brouhaha,  I  had  to  stop 
and  ask  myself,  “Hey,  if  I  played 
Madonna’s  Pepsi  commercial 
backwards  would  I  hear  her  purr  ‘I 
dig  slurping  Sandra  Bernhard 
more  than  any  stupid  soft  drink, 
plus,  like,  Sean  Penn  is  everything 
that  is  horrible  about  men’?”  I 
didn’t  doubt  it  after  seeing  the  two 
on  David  Letterman  and  reading 
interviews  where  Sandra  insisted 
“The  sexual  ambiguity  in  my  act 
comes  from  my  life.” 

But  the  definitive  answer,  I 
realized,  had  to  be  hidden  some¬ 
where  in  their  product.  The  recent 


labelling  Madonna  and  Sandra  as  sell  outs, 
we  should  recognize  that  the  Sandra  and 
Madonna  phenomenon  points  to  a  milepost 
in  pop  culture.  Women  can  be  friends!! 
Sounds  really  simple,  almost  stupid,  I  know. 
But  think,  really  think  of  all  the  images  of 
women  in  pop  culture;  Harlequin  romances, 
TV,  movies.  Women  are  always  backstab- 
bing  bitches  who  hate  other  women.  Not 
that  Ms.  S.  and  Ms.  M.  are  necessarily  nice. 
But  they  are  friends  and  they  have  fun 
together.  And  not  only  are  Sandra  and 
Madonna  girls  who  want  to  have  fun,  they 
even  indulge  in  speculation  about  whether  it 
is  that  particular  type  of  fun  which  is  illegal 
in  25  states. 

At  the  “Don’t  Bungle  the  Jungle”  benefit 
at  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music  (BAM), 
the  duo  sang  an  inspired  version  of  “I  Got 
You  Babe.”  (I  suggest  you  listen  to  the 
song,  with  the  Sandra  addendum  —  “I 
know  we  ain’t  got  a  cock,  but  at  least  we’re 
sure  of  all  of  what  we  got”  —  to  grasp  the 
importance  of  this  moment).  According  to 
the  gossip  rags,  they  were  unrestrained  in 
their  intimate  contact.  They  walked  off 
stage  holding  hands  and  told  the  audience  to 
alternately  disbelieve  and  believe  the  stories 
about  their  friendship.  Although  1  will  pay 
money  to  anyone  offering  proof  either  way, 
the  question  of  whether  or  not  they  are  ac¬ 
tually  banging  each  other’s  box  seems  less 
important  than  their  refusal  to  deny  the 


her:  it’s  like  a  dream.  Slowly,  we  are  over¬ 
come  by  the  rhythm  only  we  can  hear.  Sud¬ 
denly  Madonna  drops,  she  is  kneeling  at  my 
feet,  writhing  in  the  filth,  repeating  the 
rosary.  1  reach  down  and  pull  her  to  me. 

SUBVERSIVE,  LESBOEROTIC  VIDEOS 

Madonna  has  always  cultivated  an  image 
that  is  appealing  to  both  men  and  women; 
boys  love  her  and  girls  just  wanna  be  her.  In 
her  latest  incarnation,  however,  the  “wan- 
na-be”  is  transformed  into  a  “want  me”; 
the  lust  to  be  her  is  replaced  by  the  lust  for 
her.  In  her  videos,  “Like  a  Prayer”  and 
“Express  Yourself,”  which  were  both  pro¬ 
duced  by  women  (Mary  Lambert  and  Ma¬ 
donna,  respectively),  a  type  of  lesboerotic 
desire  is  created.  Both  videos  appeal  to 
marginalized  groups  while  they  deny  the 
gaze  of  the  white  male  patriarch.  Videos 
which  place  women,  Blacks,  Latinos,  and 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  subject  positions  are 
anomalies  in  MTV  land,  so  Madonna  videos 
are  subversive,  to  a  certain  extent. 

Madonna  plays  with  cultural  taboos.  In 
“Like  a  Prayer,”  she  places  herself  in  inter¬ 
racial  couplings  with  both  a  woman  and  a 
man,  while  in  “Express  Yourself”  she  uses 
dyke  drag  (or  transvestism)  and  depicts  a 
union  between  upper-class  and  working- 
class.  These  are  not  images  typically  ex¬ 


gossip  —  because  any  denial  of  the  erotic 
overtones  in  their  act  and  public  relation¬ 
ship  would  be  homophobic.  Although  San¬ 
dra  has  said  on  numerous  occasions  that  she 
and  Ms.  M  are  not  lovers,  they  have  not 
been  ashamed  or  embarassed  by  the  gossip 
and  attention. 

Since  the  situation  and  their  relationship 
is  so  ambiguous,  what  is  the  value  for  les¬ 
bians  and  why  should  we  be  interested?  For 
me,  the  BAM  act,  the  Letterman  show  and 
the  public  flirtations  offer  the  heretofore 
forbidden  pleasure  of  watching  two 
unabashedly  uninhibited  girls  being  in¬ 
credibly  sexual  with  each  other.  When  1 
watch  them,  I  see  them  expressing  rather 
than  repressing  the  erotic  component  of 
their  friendship.  Sandra  and  Madonna 
allow  us  to  fantasize;  our  erotic  imagination 
is  encouraged.  Sex  between  two  women  does 
not  seem  so  extra-terrestrial  and  girls  can 
have  fun  in  the  carnal  way  without  a  man. 

FANTASY  NUMBER  2 

I’m  walking  down  4th  Street  and  Ma¬ 
donna  emerges  from  the  doorway  of  an 
abandoned  building.  We  look  each  other 
straight  in  the  eye  and  then  scan  the  length 
of  each  other’s  body.  I  hear  her  call  my 
name  and  suddenly  a  pulsing  beat  envelops 
my  body.  Another  voice  blends  with  the 
beat,  the  voice  is  mine,  and  I  am  talking  to 


ploited  by  videos  made  for  MTV.  At  the 
very  least,  the  two  videos  underscore  the  in¬ 
visibility  accorded  to  marginal  groups  and 
highlight  the  existence  of  cultural  limits 
which  inform  the  production  of  music 
videos.  To  give  more  credit,  which  I  do,  the 
videos  actually  encourage  a  gaze  and  a 
desire  that  is  usually  not  available,  except  in 
terms  of  “otherness.”  For  me  to  indulge  my 
desires,  I  must  read  against  the  grain  and  ac¬ 
cept  that  the  Straight  White  Male  has  cast 
me  as  other  and  has  cast  my  viewpoint  in  op¬ 
position  to  his.  In  “Like  a  Prayer”  and 
“Express  Yourself,”  the  Straight  White 
Male  is  made  to  be  other;  he  watches  in  fear 
while  the  others  play. 

Early  on  in  Madonna’s  career,  she  was 
cast  in  an  extremely  trashy  low  budget  film 
called  A  Certain  Sacrifice.  The  climax  of  the 
movie  includes  the  ritualistic  sacrifice  of  a 
slumlord/rapist/typical  white  male  by  a 
cult  of  wackos  (who  really  are  not  as  derang¬ 
ed  as  they  may  seem  considering  the  fate  of 
marginal  groups  in  New  York).  Madonna’s 
“family,”  the  cult,  is  made  up  of  one  gay 
man,  one  lesbian,  and  one  transvestite.  In 
my  book,  nothing  beats  Madonna  rolling 
around  on  the  floor  with  her  family.  And 
the  parallels  between  A  Certain  Sacrifice 
and  the  latest  barrage  of  videos  is  very 
revealing. 

Madonna’s  new  videos,  especially  “Ex- 
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album  releases  of  our  favorite  les¬ 
bian  wanna  be’s  would  supply  the 
clues  and  all  I  had  to  do  was 
assemble  them. 

Madonna’s  latest  Like  A  Prayer 
(Sire  Records)  is  a  stinky  album 
and  by  stinky  I  mean  patchoulie- 
scented.  The  minute  you  rip  the 
shrink  rap  off  the  album  you’ll  be 
as  overpowered  as  I  was  by  an 
aroma  that  is  eerily  reminiscent  of 
a  head  shop  circa  1972.  “I 
wanted,”  Madonna  said  in  one  in¬ 
terview  “for  the  album  to  smell  like 
the  Sixties.”  Because  she  has 
enough  record  industry  clout  to 
ask  that  her  album  cover  be  con¬ 
structed  with  fragrant  glue, 
Madonna’s  Sixties-scented  LP 
put  me  in  the  perfect  mood  for  clue 
searching. 

I  began  my  search  scouring  the 
album  cover  and  reading  the  liner 
notes.  A  close-up  of  Madonna’s 
denim-covered  crotch  adorns  the 
cover  of  Like  a  Prayer,  perhaps  in 
homage  to  On  Our  Backs,  Bad  At¬ 
titude  and  the  other  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  lesbian  publications  that 
continue  to  explore  the  nether 
regions  with  a  camera  lens. 

Inside  the  package  Madonna 
supplies  us  with  a  sheet  of  safe 
sex  tips  called  “AIDS  Is  No  Party” 
which  recommends  that  people 
use  condoms  during  intercourse 
and  advises  against  sharing 
needles.  Perhaps  this  reflects  the 
large  number  of  lesbians  doing 
AIDS  work. 

Like  a  Prayer  is  “Dedicated  to 
my  mother,  who  taught  me  how  to 
pray”  and  who  is  also  the  subject 
of  the  most  tender  ballad  on  the 
LP,  “Promise  to  Try”  (truly  an  eye- 
mister).  But  the  most  telling  ack¬ 
nowledgment  on  the  inner  sleeve 
is  “Thanks  to  My  Home  Girls  Liz, 
Mel,  Debi  and  Sandy"  (emphasis 
mine).  Who  could  “Sandy”  be  but 
the  delectable  Ms.  Bernhard  —  the 
one  whose  life  is  “sexually  ambig¬ 
uous?”  Don’t  these  dedications 
seem  a  tad  more  believable  than 
the  dedication  on  Madonna’s  third 
album  True  Blue  that  reads  “This 
record  is  dedicated  to  my  hus¬ 
band,  the  coolest  guy  in  the 
universe?” 

And  what  about  the  music  on 
Like  a  Prayer ?  Is  there  a  single 
reference  to  same-sex  love  or  sex? 
Does  Madonna  get  explicit  about 
her  unconventional  relationship 
with  Sandra  or  any  other  woman? 
Well,  not  really.  But  the  album  is 
easily  Madonna’s  best  and  most 
personal.  Though  there  are  typical 
upbeat  Madonna  dance  numbers 
like  the  current  single  “Express 
Yourself”  and  “Cherish,”  there  are 
also  songs  that  deal  with  darker 
subject  matters  (and  even  some  of 
these  have  irresistible  dance 
beats).  She’s  not  afraid  to  talk 
about  her  horrible  relationship 
with  her  father  on  “Oh  Father” 
(“Maybe  someday/When  I  look 
back  I’ll  be  able  to  say/You  didn’t 
mean  to  be  cruel/Somebody  hurt 
you  too”)  or  the  horrors  of  being 
trapped  in  an  abusive  marriage 
(“The  bruises,  they  will  fade 
away/You  hit  so  hard  with  the 
things  you  say/I  will  not  stay  to 
watch  your  hate  as  it  grows/You’re 
not  in  love  with  someone  else/You 
don’t  even  love  yourself”).  I 
wonder  what  the  “coolest  guy  in 
the  universe”  thinks  of  that? 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a  detective 
to  unearth  the  dyke  content  on 
Sandra  Bernhard’s  second  album 
Without  You  I’m  Nothing.  Her  first 
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consistently  projected  one  essence.  She  was 
East  Village  black  in  “Like  a  Virgin”  and 
“Lucky  Star,”  sleek  Hollywood  in  “Materi¬ 
al  Girl”  and  “Open  Your  Heart.”  The  com¬ 
mon  theme  that  ran  through  these  videos 
was  the  bad  girl  who’s  really  good,  the  sex 
object  who  wants  to  be  loved,  the  whore 
who  is  really  a  Virgin. 

“Material  Girl”  cuts  between  Madonna 
Monroe  lusting  after  diamonds  and  a 
simpler  girl  who  really  just  wants  flowers. 
The  girl,  however,  is  the  actor  portraying 
the  vixen;  the  message  is  that  flowers  matter 
more  than  power.  “Borderline”  is  similar: 
the  naughty  model  is  really  a  spurned  neigh¬ 
borhood  girl.  In  “Open  Your  Heart,”  the 
stripper  is  really  just  a  playful  big  sister. 

These  videos  are  basically  conservative. 
They  serve  us  traditional  images  of  women 
in  conventional  stories.  The  good  girl  always 
wins,  “family  values”  are  always  upheld  — 
think  of  “Papa  Don’t  Preach.”  But  beyond 
the  affirmation  of  traditional  roles,  there  is 
subversion.  The  power  of  Madonna’s  bad 
girls  is  astounding;  beside  them,  the  good 
girls  pale.  They  certainly  get  less  screen  time. 
While  the  bad  girls  often  play  to  the  camera, 
the  good  girls  never  do.  Even  in  that  hymn 
to  monogamous  heterosexuality,  she  only  is 
"Like  a  Virgin.” 

Where  sex  and  power  were  peripheral  to 
the  older  “Material  Girl”  video,  they  are 
central  to  the  current  “Express  Yourself.” 
As  always  with  Madonna’s  music,  the  lyrics 
are  almost  irrelevant.  Only  the  song’s 
chorus,  “express  yourself,”  is  relevant  to 
the  images.  And  the  images  themselves  are 
strong,  ambiguous,  hot,  disturbing.  A 
dykey  Madonna  dancing  in  a  man’s  suit, 
grabbing  her  crotch.  Humpy  workingmen  in 
chains.  Madonna  in  chains,  crawling  across 
the  floor.  Muscular  men  boxing.  A  wet,  dir¬ 
ty  workingman  in  Madonna’s  plush  bed¬ 
room,  ready  to  fuck  her.  Madonna  pouring 
cream  down  her  naked  back. 

The  tension  present  in  Madonna’s  earlier 
work  is  still  there,  but  it’s  more  complex  and 
it’s  acknowledged.  Gone  is  the  dichotomy 
between  bad,  sexual  girl  and  good,  romantic 
girl.  There’s  one  Madonna  here,  and  she’s  a 
woman.  Gone  is  the  distinction  between  sex 
and  romance  that  informs  much  of  her 
work.  The  images  here  are  of  sex  and  emo¬ 
tion  together,  of  passion.  Finally,  gone  is 
the  simplistic  assertion  that  to  be  a  sex  ob¬ 
ject  is  to  be  in  an  unadulterated  position  of 
power.  In  “Express  Yourself,”  Madonna  is 
a  rich  man’s  wife:  powerful  and  powerless, 
enchained  and  enslaving.  Madonna  is  no 
longer  a  girl  playing  at  sexual  liberation;  she 
is  a  strong  woman  aware  of  the  complexity 
of  her  position.  That’s  not  to  say  that  she 
isn’t  as  feminine  as  ever,  as  willing  as  always 
to  support  oppressive  images  of  women.  She 
does  make  those  chains  look  pretty  good  — 
but  she  knows  they’re  chains,  not  jewelry. 

Having  established  Madonna’s  nascent 
feminism,  it  only  remains  to  establish  her 
lesbianism.  For  that  we  look  to  her  “per¬ 
sonal”  life,  her  public  relationships.  The 
Boy  Toy  had  Sean  Penn.  Now  the  Gal  Pal 
has  Sandra  Bernhard. 

Her  marriage  to  actor/thug  Penn  was,  as 
all  marriages  are,  a  public  celebration  of 
heterosexuality;  theirs  was  a  media  event  as 
well.  The  bad  boy  made  the  bad  girl  an 
honest  woman.  When  their  relationship 
ended,  as  most  straight  relationships  do,  in 
divorce,  the  tabloids  relentlessly  reported 
that,  near  the  end,  he  beat  her  in  a  jealous 
rage.  Other  rumors  alleged  that  his  jealousy 
was  over  Madonna’s  growing  closeness  to 
comedian  Sandra  Bernhard. 

Bernhard  herself  has  been  making  a 
career  of  being  not  quite  out.  Their  coyness 
about  their  relationship  is  vintage  Bernhard. 
They  appeared  together  on  the  David  Let- 
terman  show,  dressed  identically;  when  Let- 
terman  addressed  questions  to  Madonna, 
Sandra  answered.  Their  sly,  knowing  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Cubbyhole,  a  West  Village 
“women’s”  bar,  kicked  off  a  round  of  in¬ 
tense  speculation  about  the  true  nature  of 
their  friendship.  “We  threw  that  out  there 
to  confuse  people,”  Madonna  said  in  Roll¬ 
ing  Stone.  More  recently,  the  two  sang  a 
revised  version  of  “I  Got  You  Babe”  to 
each  other  at  a  benefit  for  the  conservation 
of  the  Brazilian  rain  forest. 

The  tabloids  call  Sandra  and  Madonna 
“constant  companions,”  “inseparable,” 
and,  most  often,  “gal  pals.”  The  Village 
Voice’s  Michael  Musto  is  more  direct,  refer- 
ring  to  Bernhard  as  Madonna’s 
“girlfriend.” 

The  question  then  is  not  “what  is  Madon¬ 
na  doing?”  but  “why  is  she  doing  it?”  Why 


the  public  flirtation  with  lesbianism?  Is  it  to 
shock?  To  titillate  straight  men?  To  go  along 
with  Sandra’s  'chtick?  To  acknowledge  an 
uncontrollable  passion?  To  tap  into  the  gay 
market  the  way  she  tapped  into  the  Latino 
market? 

It’s  probably  a  bit  of  all  of  the  above.  Yet, 
1  think  that  at  its  core  it’s  sincere.  It’s 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  emerging 
politic  in  her  videos.  Both  her  videos  and  her 
life  are  clearly  more  woman-centered,  less 
answerable  to  male  priorities.  It’s  part  of  a 
widening  political  commitment  to  things 
like  fighting  racism  —  again,  “Like  a 
Prayer”  —  and  protecting  the  environment. 
The  coyness  is  probably  just  as  sincere,  and 
comes  from  the  justified  fear  of  coming  all 
the  way  out.  But  1  think  she  will.  I  just 
wonder  when  she’s  going  to  join  an  affinity 
group.  □ 

Obsession 
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press  Yourself,”  move  beyond  simply 
bracketing  the  male  gaze.  The  video  begins 
with  a  call  to  all  the  girls  in  her  audience.  In¬ 
stead  of  hawking  chastity  and  virginity  she 
unchains  female  sexuality.  In  “Express 
Yourself,”  Madonna  advises  us  to  be  ag¬ 
gressive  and  express  our  desire.  A  combina¬ 
tion  of  images,  Madonna  chained,  the  musi¬ 
cians  in  a  glass  tube,  the  scenes  of  labor,  are 
all  bracketed  by  a  man  in  a  suit  looking 
through  a  monocle.  The  images  reveal  that 
our  sexuality  is  intertwined  with  capital.  We 
are  enslaved  by  “mr.  suit  and  monocle”  just 
like  all  the  other  drones.  Later  in  the  video, 
Madonna  appears  dressed  in  a  similar  suit 
and  monocle.  When  she  exposes  herself  as  a 
woman  and  proclaims  her  sexuality  in  her 
dance,  the  suit  and  monocle  become  a  meta¬ 
phor  for  sexual  aggressiveness  and  subjec¬ 
tivity.  In  contrast  to  the  man,  when  a 
woman  expresses  herself  (adopts  a  subject 
position),  the  order  falls  and  authority  is 
undermined. 

Even  though  the  video  ends  with  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  union,  other  desires  are  encouraged. 
Madonna’s  drag  dance  and  the  sequence  in 
the  black  slip  rate  high  on  the  lesboerotic 
chart,  topped  only  by  Shelly  Mars’ 
striptease  in  The  Virgin  Machine.  “Express 
Yourself”  is  clothed  in  the  language  of 
heterosexuality  because  it  is  mass  culture, 
yet  some  of  the  acts  in  the  video  solicit  a  les¬ 
bian  gaze.  Most  images  addressed  to  women 
attempt  to  turn  desire  into  consumption.  In 
other  words,  women  are  invited  to  want  to 
be  like  that  image.  We  are  encouraged  to 
reproduce  the  image  on  our  own  bodies  and 
this  is  the  model  constructed  for  heterosex¬ 
ual  women  looking  at  other  women.  Les¬ 
bians  looking  at  the  same  material  may  have 
a  more  active  gaze.  They  may  create  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  looking  more  akin  to  the  male  model 
appropriation.  We  may  take  an  image  of  a 
woman  as  an  object  of  desire.  In  “Express 
Yourself,”  lesbians  can  look  and  desire 
without  falling  into  a  pattern  which 
duplicates  male  desires.  The  man  in  the  suit 
(the  masculine  position)  appears  clearly 
threatened  by  any  sexuality  which  subverts 
the  order.  Since  our  lesbian  desires  are 
similarly  enslaved  by  the  patriarch,  the 
union  between  Madonna  and  the  drone  also 
validates  our  pleasure. 

BIG  POLITICAL  FUN 

The  root  of  my  obsession  with  Sandra  and 
Madonna  is  unbridled  lust.  I  can  indulge  the 
pleasure  of  looking  and  desiring  without 
guilt.  The  basis  for  the  formation  of  lesbian 
fantasies  can  easily  be  found  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  Madonna’s  videos,  Sandra’s  work 
and  their  friendship.  They  are  truly  my 
favorite  post-Stonewall  lesbian  sex  symbols. 
Together,  Sandra  and  Madonna  make  les¬ 
bianism  just  a  little  less  invisible  and  prove 
that  fun  (big  fun)  can  be  political.  □ 


THE  HEAT  IS  ON. 
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^Tike  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England’s  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men,  then  respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 
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Women  Artists  and 
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V  ID 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 
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ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130*  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Gat  10-9,  Sun  12  9 


NEW  1989  EDITION 


I  ‘“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  1989’  IS  A 
\  HOOT,  TICKLE  AND  GUFFAW!  IT  HAS 
SEEN,  IS,  AND  WILL  GO  ON  BEING 
BOSTON’S  BEST  OFF  BROADWAY 

MUSICAL!”  —Arthur  Frthrtmon,  torton  Harold 


“DELIGHTFULLY  ENTERTAINING, 
WICKEDLY  WITTY  EVENING  OF 
MUSICAL  SATIRE!” 

-Otar  Schoartar,  KISS -108 


TH€  1€RR&C€  ROOM  W  TH€  BOSTON  PfcRK  PL&Z& 


You  Haven’t  Really 
Grown  Up 

if  you  worry  about  your  par¬ 
ents  constantly. .  .if  you  expect 
them  to  get  you  out  of  trou¬ 
ble. .  .if  you  let  their  opinions 
run  your  life. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


‘Red  diaper  babies’  on 
video 


Children  of  the  Left  fails  to  explore  the  many  experiences 
of  growing  up  under  the  thumb  of  McCarthyism 


Children  of  the  Left.  Written  and  produced  by 
Eric  Stange.  For  more  information  contact  the 
Newton  Television  Foundation,  617/965-8477. 

By  Pam  Mitchell 

esbians  and  gay  men  know  all  about 
“dirty  secrets”  and  stubborn  pride.  We 
don’t  need  to  be  told  what  it’s  like  to 
live  among  fellow  citizens  who  froth  at  the 
mouth  and  accuse  us  of  doing  the  work  of 
the  devil.  So  the  experiences  of  “red  diaper 
babies,”  people  raised  by  members  of  the 
Communist  Party  USA  during  the  virulent 
rightwing  backlash  of  the  1940s  and  ’50s, 
probably  strike  some  chords  in  all  of  us, 
speaking  with  particular  poignancy  to  those 
of  us  who  grew  up  on  the  Left  and/or  iden¬ 
tify  strongly  with  current  movements  for 
social  change.  When  I  heard  about  the 
release  of  Children  of  the  Left ,  a  new 
60-minute  documentary  by  journalist  Eric 
Stange  (not  himself  from  a  Left 
background),  I  hoped  it  would  provide  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  of  all  kinds  with  a  lot  we 
could  relate  to. 

Unfortunately  Stange’s  film  is  so  ill- 
conceived,  so  lacking  in  coherence  and  emo¬ 
tional  punch,  that  any  viewer  who  doesn’t 
have  extensive  prior  knowledge  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  matter  will  come  away  with  few  new  in¬ 
sights.  A  few  minutes  into  the  film  I  wanted 
to  kick  the  camera  out  of  the  way  and  invite 
the  interviewees  out  for  coffee  so  we  could 
really  talk. 

Unfortunately  Stange’s  film  is  so  ill- 
conceived,  so  lacking  in  coherence  and  emo¬ 
tional  punch, that  any 
viewer  who  doesn’t 
have  extensive  prior 
knowledge  of  the  subject  matter  will  come 
away  with  few  new  insights.  A  few  minutes 
into  the  film  I  wanted  to  kick  the  camera  out 
of  the  way  and  invite  the  interviewees  out 
for  coffee  so  we  could  really  talk. 


Even  if  I  could  have  posed  the  questions 
myself,  though,  the  filmmaker’s  choice  of 


Director  Eric  Stange 


interviewees  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  We 
hear  from  five  individuals,  all  of  them 
white,  four  of  them  male,  the  same  four 
“prominent”  for  one  reason  or  another. 
One  of  these  four  male  celebrities,  Country 
Joe  MacDonald,  was  a  rock  star  famous  for 
fifteen  minutes  in  the  ’60s  (he’s  the  one  who 
used  to  spell  F-U-C-K  at  the  top  of  his  lungs 
at  rock  concerts,  remember?  —  always  spell¬ 
ed  it  right,  too).  Numbers  two  and  three, 
Eugene  Dennis,  Jr.,  and  Richard  Healey, 
are  the  sons  of  Party  honchos.  And  the 
fourth,  David  Horowitz,  former  editor  of 
the  New  Leftist  rag  Ramparts  and  author  of 
the  ’60s-bashing  Destructive  Generation, 
has  made  quite  a  little  name  for  himself  in 
recent  years  as  a  rabid  born-again  neo¬ 
conservative  on  the  book-and-lecture  circuit 
(which  has  always  had  a  special  place  in  its 
heart  for  “rehabilitated”  reds).  Stange  does 
a  serious  disservice  to  his  subject  matter  by 
providing  Horowitz  with  another  staging 
area  for  his  own  anti-Communist  crusade, 
most  particularly  when  he  allows 
Horowitz’s  perspective  on  class  and  ethnici¬ 
ty  to  stand  as  the  only  point  of  view. 
Horowitz’s  disparaging  remarks  about  some 


anti-Communist  Irish  working  people  in  his 
childhood  neighborhood,  for  example, 
evoked  stunned  gasps  from  the  audience. 
Yet  nowhere  in  the  film  does  Stange  get 
across  that  most  Communists  were  working- 
class  themselves  or  that  there  were  Com¬ 
munists  of  all  ethnicities.  Never  does  Stange 
point  that  the  ethnic  gulfs  that  did  exist 
within  the  U.S.  working  class,  so  humorous 
to  Horowitz,  weren’t  invented  by  Commu¬ 
nists  and  were  (and  still  are)  regarded  by 
most  “unrehabilitated”  lefties  as  tragic 
beyond  words. 

Stange’s  logic  for  including  the  fifth  inter¬ 
viewee,  Joan  Sokoloff,  also  eludes  me, 
given  that  she’s  never  been  famous  and  that 
he’s  taken  no  other  visible  pains  to  come  up 
with  a  representative  sample.  But  Sokoloff, 
a  feminist  therapist  and  daughter  of  a  Bos¬ 
ton  area  activist,  is  bright  and  articulate 
enough,  and  —  thank  god!  —  a  woman. 
One  out  of  five,  quite  a  ratio  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Consider,  if  you  will,  the 
highly-visible,  full-volume  leadership  of 
many  women  —  notably,  Richard  Healey’s 
mother  Dorothy  (head  of  the  California  CP 
for  years  and  a  formidable  woman  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  parents,  who  once  made  the 
mistake  of  crossing  her)  and  Gene  Dennis’s 
mother  Peggy  —  in  a  party  whose  members 
were  discussing  what  they  then  called  “male 
chauvinism”  before  Stange  was  born.  Of 
course,  the  Party  was  also  steeped  in  sexism. 
So  what  did  these  contradictions  mean  for 
the  kids  who  grew  up  with  them?  Stange 
forgot  to  ask. 

And  damn,  I  would  have  loved  to  hear 
from  some  African-American  red  diaper 
babies.  There  are  many,  some  of  whose 
parents  were  as  “important”  as  Dennis’s 
and  Healey’s.  The  contradictions  they  must 
have  lived  with!  The  Party  was  fighting 
racism  (sometimes...),  trying  to  build  a 
multi-racial  movement,  and  developing  a 
complicated  and  sometimes  bizarre  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Black  community.  How  did 
Black  red  diaper  babies  perceive  the  civil 
rights  movement  of  the  ’60s?  How  were  they 
and  their  families  regarded  within  the  Black 
community?  Not  only  did  Stange  not  ask  the 
questions,  but  he  didn’t  provide  himself 
with  anyone  to  address  them  to.  Fortunately 
for  me,  on  the  day  I  saw  Children  of  the  Left, 
I  was  just  finishing  gay  historian  Martin  Du- 
berman’s  new  biography  of  Paul  Robeson, 
the  Black  singer  and  spokesperson  for  the 
Communist  and  early  civil  rights  movements 
(and  hero  of  many  a  red  diaper  baby)  who 
was  driven  to  suicide  attempts  and  shock 
treatments  by  the  witchhunt  of  the  ’50s;  I 
quite  literally  couldn’t  put  the  book  down  so 
I  carried  it  with  me,  despite  the  fact  that  in 
hardcover  and  at  nearly  a  thousand  pages  it 
weighs  as  much  as  many  newborn  babies. 
The  book,  the  closest  thing  to  a  Black  red 
diaper  “baby”  I  was  to  experience  that 
night,  served  as  a  reality  check. 

Though  even  a  dodo-head  should  know 
better  than  to  do  a  study  of  the  red  diaper 
baby  experience  without  including  women 
and  African-Americans,  the  absence  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  (or  at  least  any  “out” 
ones)  might  have  been  more  forgivable, 
given  the  dearth  of  discussion  on  the  topic 
anywhere.  However,  Stange  had  reason  to 
know  better.  Several  years  ago  at  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  red  diaper  babies  he  requested  feed¬ 
back  on  rough  cuts  from  the  film;  he  was  ad¬ 
vised  (by  a  heterosexual  woman  —  bless  her 
heart)  of  the  particular  need  to  tell  the  story 
of  gay  children  of  leftists  in  order  to  avoid 
perpetuating  the  out-of-one-closet-and- 
into-another  syndrome  many  of  us  have  ex¬ 
perienced.  (Curiously,  at  that  red-diaper 
gathering,  as  at  others,  there  were  many  les¬ 
bians  but  no  gay  men).  Stange  listened  very 
nicely  to  the  advice,  and  I  even  saw  him  a 
few  minutes  later  talking  to  a  dyke  with  the 
cameras  rolling.  Ah,  what  cutting-room 
floor  did  that  footage  end  up  on? 

It  would  have  been  much  easier  to  broach 
subjects  like  sexual  orientation,  sexism,  and 
ethnic  and  racial  dynamics  if  Stange  had 
chosen  a  format  that  allowed  for  any  dy¬ 
namics  at  all.  But  Stange’s  tired  “talking- 
heads”  approach  doesn’t  let  his  interviewees 
interact  with  each  other  or  with  members  of 
the  generation  that  caused  all  this  chozeri  in 
Continued  on  page  12 
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album,  I’m  Your  Woman  was  released  four 
years  ago  and  the  copy  I  bought  was  one  of 
about  three  sold.  An  unusual  and  challeng¬ 
ing  work  made  up  of  songs  with  studio- 
recorded  monologues  spliced  between,  the 
album  was  critically  panned  but,  at  the  very 
least,  it  was  extremely  interesting. 

Without  You  I’m  Nothing  is  a  more  con¬ 
ventional  live  recording  of  the  final  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Sandra’s  one-woman  off-Broad- 
way  show  that  ran  through  last  summer  and 
that  is  being  filmed  in  New  York  City  as  this 
issue  goes  to  press.  The  show  resembles  the 
stand-up  comedy  routine  she  toured  the 
country  with  for  five  years.  I  saw  her  per¬ 
form  live  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut  in 
1985  and  two  years  later  in  Boston.  Without 
You  I’m  Nothing  is  a  more  finely-honed  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  material,  and  much  of  it  is  very, 
very  lesbian. 

Bernhard’s  metier  is  pop  culture  and  all  of 
its  alienating  and  distracting  trappings.  In 
New  Haven  (three  years  before  she  became 
Madonna’s  gal  pal  and  just  as  Madonna’s 
star  was  on  the  rise)  she  said  “Oooh, 
Madonna,  she’s  pushed  us  all  over  the 
borderline  one  too  many  times,  hasn’t  she? 
But  she’s  beautiful,  at  least,  that’s  what  the 
media  tell  us  so  it  must  be  true.”)  Without 
You  I’m  Nothing  is  like  a  bratty  cabaret  act, 
nothing  is  sacred  except  Sandra’s  celebrity 
and  our  loving  relationship  with  her. 

But  what  about  the  explicit  dyke  stuff? 
How  about  the  fact  that  her  back  up  band 
(yes,  Bernhard  sings  and  rather  wonderfully 
at  that)  is  named  “The  Cubby  Holes”  after 
one  of  the  few  full-time  lesbian  bars  in  New 
York  City. 

And  how  about  her  songs?  It’s  not  un¬ 
usual  for  cabaret  performers  to  sing  love 
songs  written  for  singers  of  the  opposite  sex. 
Sometimes  the  reinterpreter  will  change  the 
gender  references.  But  not  Sandra.  When 
she  sings  Billy  Paul’s  “Me  and  Mrs.  Jones” 
(“We’ve  got  a  thing,  going  on”)  not  only 
does  Sandra  not  change  the  song  to  “Me 
and  Mr.  Jones”  but  she  punctuates  the  tune 
by  yelping  “  ’Cuz  sisters  are  doing  it  for 
themselves,  yeah!” 

Bernhard’s  salty  between-song  audience 
interactions  are  so  sexually  charged  and  ag¬ 
gressive  that  they  fly  in  the  face  of  every 
preconditioned  societal  expectation  we  have 
crammed  down  our  throats  about  women 
performers.  When  a  woman  in  the  audience 
tosses  a  bra  with  a  note  and  phone  number 
attached  to  it,  Sandra  teases  “You’re  awful¬ 
ly  upwardly  mobile  to  be  throwing  bras  at 
me,  but  honey,  as  long  as  1  have  a  face  you 
have  a  place  to  sit.  You  can  come  sit  on  my 
face.  Table  for  two?” 

Sandra  confronts  the  men  in  her  au¬ 
dience,  too.  “Oooh,  you’re  so  androgy¬ 
nous,”  she  coos  to  a  man  named  Len.  “Just 
what  I  like  in  a  man,  because  if  I’m  gonna  be 
with  a  man,  I  don’t  wanna  have  to  face 
that  fact.” 

When  she  tells  one  guy  she’ll  see  him  later 
at  Boy  Bar  someone  in  the  back  of  the  room 
shouts  “The  Cubbyhole.”  “Shhhhh!”  she 
slyly  replies. 

She’s  not  afraid  to  challenge  her  critics 
either.  “Clive  Barnes  described  me  as  ‘a 
butch  Carly  Simon.’  I’ve  always  thought  of 
Carly  as  such  an  ingenue  herself.  A  veritable 
will  o’  the  wisp.” 

Bernhard’s  monologue  consists  of  several 
lengthy,  self-contained  stories  and  she 
delivers  them  like  a  bemused,  urban  Gar¬ 
rison  Keillor.  With  a  muzak  Burt  Bachrach 
medley  in  the  background,  “The  Woman  I 
Could  Have  Been”  takes  the  grow  up/move 
out  of  the  house/get  a  job/find  a  husband/- 
because  once  you’re  over  thirty  you’re  more 
likely  to  be  shot  by  a  terrorist/saga  and  turns 
it  on  its  ear.  This  is  immediately  followed  by 
“Mighty  Real”  the  long  tale  that  begins 
with  Sandra  saying  “Pretend  it’s  1978.  And 
you’re  straight,”  and  tells  of  a  man  feeling 
very  nervous  when  he  winds  up  in  a  gay 
disco.  He  freaks  out  when  he’s  cruised  by  a 
guy  “with  a  handle-bar  moustache”  until 
“the  guy  pulls  out  a  little  bottle  and  shoves  it 
under  your  nose....  You’ve  never  smelled 
’em  before  and  you’re  startin’  to  get  nervous 
and  dizzy  and  sexy  and  hot  and  sweaty  and 
into  the  rhythm  and  you  walk  out  onto  the 
dance  floor  and  inside  your  head  keeps  say¬ 
ing  ‘But  I’m  straight  man.  I’m  straight’  — 
somebody  hands  you  a  tambourine....”  The 
whole  exercise  erupts  into  a  disco  tribute  to 
the  late,  great  Sylvester  and  is  topped  off 
with  “It’s  1988  and  you  can  pretend  to  be 
straight.”  Four  years  ago  in  New  Haven  she 
said  “It’s  1984  —  and  you’re  not  straight 
anymore.” 

Bernhard  and  her  “sexual  ambiguity”  are 


everything  that  the  unspoken  rules  of 
celebrity  say  a  woman  can’t  be.  The  fact  that 
she’s  brave  enough  to  explore  such  a  taboo 
topic  has,  to  borrow  a  therapy  term,  enabled 
Madonna  —  the  most  famous  woman  in 
contemporary  pop  music  —  to  do  the  same. 
Since  the  dawn  of  the  Reagan  era,  it  has  been 
hard  to  believe  that  any  performer  would 
even  allude  to  lesbian  proclivities,  let  alone 
embrace  the  image  the  way  these  two  have. 
Every  time  they  hold  hands  and  giggle  and 
finish  each  other’s  sentences  they’re  making 
it  a  little  bit  easier  for  all  of  us  to  be  who  we 
are  —  even  if  the  cynics  among  us  think  they 
aren’t  really  making  it.  But  I  bet  they  are.  □ 

Red  diaper  babies 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

the  first  place;  virtually  the  only  glimpses  we 
get  of  Old  Lefties  are  a  few  still  photos  and 
some  archival  footage  from  way  back  when. 
Too  bad,  because  a  peek  at  the  cross-genera¬ 
tional  rough-and-tumble  can  speak  volumes 
about  the  red  diaper  baby  story  —  just  ask 
anyone  who’s  read  In  My  Mother’s  House 
by  radical  feminist  Kim  Chernin  or  Carl 
Bernstein’s  Loyalties:  A  Son’s  Memoirs. 
And  let  me  tell  you,  you  haven’t  lived  until 
you’ve  watched  a  roomful  of  dyke  red 
diaper  babies  push  one  of  these  vets-of- 
countless-political-debates-and-inquisitions 
into  trying  to  account  for  her  inability  to 
make  sense  of  her  daughter’s  lesbianism. 
(No,  the  particular  vet  in  question  didn’t 
plead  the  Fifth,  but  you  could  say  she  was 
what  Joe  McCarthy  &  Co.  would  have  call¬ 
ed  a  “hostile  witness”!) 

At  the  very  least,  the  “red  diaper  baby” 
stories  Stange’s  people  tell  us  should  make 
for  good  drama:  G-men  running  around  the 
neighborhood  playing  cloak-and-dagger, 
parents  fired  or  dragged  off  to  jail,  friend¬ 
ships  betrayed  or  preserved  through  normal 
kindnesses  that  become  acts  of  heroism 
under  the  circumstances,  children  forced  to 
live  double  lives  —  in  a  sense,  to  be  closet 
cases  —  in  order  to  protect  their  parents.  A 
few  minutes  of  this  stuff  and  there  shouldn’t 
be  a  dry  eyeball  or  drooping  eyelid  in  the 
house.  But  only  Gene  Dennis,  Jr.,  consis¬ 
tently  overcomes  Stange’s  bad  journalism 
and  lets  us  feel  the  full  emotional  impact  of 
his  story.  He  shares  a  laugh  or  two  with  us, 
and  the  most  moving  moment  in  the  film 
comes  when  he  gets  teary-eyed  and  tells  us 
about  his  childhood  treks  to  see  his  father, 
imprisoned  for  several  years  in  Georgia  for 
“conspiring  to  overthrow  the  government.” 

But  ill-conceived  and  poorly  executed  as 
these  interviews  are,  they  are  far  better  than 
the  other  major  cinegraphic  device  Stange 
employs:  in  order  to  provide  viewers  with 
historical  and  political  background  infor¬ 
mation,  the  filmmaker  intersperses  his  inter¬ 
views  with  archival  footage  from  the  ’30s, 
’40s,  and  ’50s,  accompanied  by  an  overly- 
modulated  voiceover  which  tries  to  summar¬ 
ize  thirty  years  of  U.S.  Communist  Party 
history.  Though  Stange  includes  old  Red 
Scare  duck-and-cover  propaganda  (in  the 
Atomic  Cafe  vein)  to  poke  fun  at  the  most 
absurd  manifestations  of  the  cult  of  anti¬ 
communism,  his  own  lens  is  tinted  by  the 
Cold  War;  the  Party  comes  off  much  more 
sinister  and  clandestine,  much  less  effective 
and  publicly-accepted  than  it  actually  was 
during  its  earlier  years.  You’d  never  guess 
from  the  way  Stange  tells  it  that  up  until  the 
late  ’40s,  large  segments  of  the  U.S.  public 
regarded  the  CP’s  work  as  performed  by 
humans  and  not  devils,  whether  or  not  they 
were  in  moral  or  political  agreement  with  it 
—  and  that  millions  were  in  active  agree¬ 
ment  with  many  of  its  programs.  A  shot  or 
two  of  Joseph  McCarthy  and  some  footage 
of  J.  Edgar  Hoover  ranting  about  “exter¬ 
minating”  communists  demonstrate  how 
people  in  power  used  public  sentiment  in 
order  to  further  frag  a  progressive  move¬ 
ment,  both  Communist  and  non-Commu- 
nist,  too  weakened  by  internal  discord  to  ef¬ 
fectively  defend  itself.  But  Stange  doesn’t 
sufficiently  convey  or  explore  the  spiteful, 
brutal  lunacy  that  reigned  among  the 
general  populace. 

Telling  the  story  of  this  insanity  from  the 
point  of  view  of  children  victimized  by  it 
should  make  clear  that  McCarthyism  was 
not  only  about  a  major  political  defeat  for 
the  Left  but  also  about  what  can  only  be 
called  hate  crimes.  Perhaps  Stange  has  been 
spared  the  experience  of  such  viciousness 
and  simply  cannot  comprehend  it.  As  a 
group,  gay  people  have  not  been  so  lucky, 
and  we  ignore  these  lessons  from  the  past  at 
our  peril.  □ 


,Rpfl  DWfjf 

pXYClf  SCtlOOUTD 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

HEALTH 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston.  MA  02115 

HOUSECLEANING  AT  ANY 

TIME 

BOSTON  HEALTH 

(617)  267-2262 

Fair  rates,  Call  Mark 

ASSOCIATES 

567-6736 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 

ACUPUNCTURE 

Residential  or  Commercial 

Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 

Windows  included! 

Movement.  Nutrition  and 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 

Spiritual  Counseling 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

COUNSELING 

266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

HEALTH  CENTER 

Porter  Square  T 

(508)  475-6950 

16  Haviland  Street 

628-9547 

insurance  accepted 

Boston,  MA  021 15 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 

(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

TREATMENT 

WOMEN 

and 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

Kenmore  Square 

Boston,  MA  02115 

HEALTH  CENTER 

Boston.  MA  02115 

(Mental  Health.  Research, 

332  Newbury  Street 

247-4861 

Community  Services:  267-0900) 

Boston.  MA  02115 

617/267-0900 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 

232  Court  St. 

Route  9A 

Boston.  MA  02146 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

Spofford,  NH  03462 

739-7860 

(603)  436-7588 

(603)  363-4545 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 

AUDITING/TAXES 

CONSULTATION  INC. 

counseling  &  testing 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

1 86 Yj  Hampshire  St 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 

126  State  Street 

876-4488 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

Boston,  MA  02109 

Offering  senisitve  well- 

523-1060 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

woman  midwifery  and 

M.A. 

gynecological  care 

BICYCLES 

6  Bigelow  St. 

1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

FERRIS  WHEELS 

(617)  491-0968 

Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

Bicycle  Shop 

Counseling  for  lesbians  8  gay 

64  South  Street 

men 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

individuals  &  couples 

142  Berkeley  St. 

617-522-7082 

at  Columbus  Ave. 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

(617)  247-7555 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 

SCHOOL 

collective 

health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 

bian  community. 

868-3392 

Somerville,  MA  02144 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 

776-9232 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

BOOKS 

596  Tremont  Street 

Housekeeping  Service 

Boston,  MA  02118 

Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

(617)  437-9643 

special  occasions 

673  Boylston  Street 

776-2271 

Boston.  MA  02108 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

(617)  267-3010 

20  Sacramento  St. 

INFORMATION 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 

Cambridge,  MA 

661-0248 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 

P.O.  Box  453 

SWITCHBOARD 

South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 

WINGS  THERAPY 

Local  and  international 

National  gay  &  lesbian  book 

COLLECTIVE 

information  on  health,  bars, 

club 

60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

and  events. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

Call  1 IPM-2AM.  (215)  634-2090 

NEW  WORDS 

876-8438 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 

INSURANCE 

186  Hampshire  Street 

DENTISTRY 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 

876-5310 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

552  Columbus  Ave. 

DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 

REDBOOK  STORE 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

(617)  437-9400 

Books  of  Political  Struggle, 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Servicing  all  your  insurance 

South  Africa,  Central  America, 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 

needs 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 

364-5500 

92  Green  St. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

JOHN  BARNA 

Congress  St. 

(617)  522-1464 

790  Boylston  Street 

P.O.  Box  1762 

Boston.  MA  02199 

Boston,  Ma.  02105 

CHIROPRACTORS 

353-1500 

1-800-352-3185 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 

DOG  TRAINING 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

INSURANCE  AGENGY 

HEALTH 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

241  Washington  St. 

669  Somerville  Av. 

CENTER 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

Somerville,  MA  02143 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

731-1015 

628-9547 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

40  Hampshire  St. 

1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 

EATING  DISORDERS 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 

Arlington.  MA  02174 

VALERY  ROCKWELL,  M.Ed. 

(508)  683-7676 

(617)  641-2510 

Anorexia.  Bulimia. 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

DR,  DAVID  MOULTON 

Compulsive  Eating 

Suite  333 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 

45  Newbury  St. 

and  bisexual  women. 

Carpentry,  paint  & 

Boston.  MA  02116 

Individual  therapy 

space  planning.  Small 

266-8584 

Couple  therapy 

jobs  a  specialty. 

492-7843 

491-5567 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

• 

37S  Harvard  Street 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

LAWYERS 

232-7200 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Computer  electrology  specialist 

Lawyers  Referral  Service 

Central  Sq..  Cambridge 

227  7008 

ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 

497-2019 

M-F  1-5  p.m. 

SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 

FLORISTS 

MACROBIOTICS 

Boston  and  Suburbia 

Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 

Wholesome,  well-balanced. 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 

DESIGN 

delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 

1  800  202  8629  (10  Mm. 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Also,  special  diets  for  life- 

Response) 

Watertown  Sq  ,  MA 

threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 

Tel  508/295-6340 

926-4289 

references.  Call  Mary  277  8087. 

Excellent  References 

1  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

HAIR  SALONS 

MASSAGE 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 

B.  CUMMINGS 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

Maintenance 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 

General  Cleaning 

Boston.  MA  02118 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

Residential  and  Commercial 

338-5356 

(617)  262  1000.  x  298 

Call  Buddy  (617)  354  1706 

Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

M-Sat..  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  (or  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  8  Lesbian 
Community 

Unitarian  Universalist  Congrega¬ 
tion  at  the  1st  Church  of  Rox- 
bury  —  Sun.  I  lam  Service  — 
445-1277 

at  Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODELING 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 
Roofing-sidmg-gutters- 
decks- porches 

Replacement  doors  &  windows 
Interior  &  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call  Tom 
(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  Street 
Gloucester.  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN  S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th  4pm-2am.  F  4pm-2am. 

Sat  9pnv2am 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LATIN  CONNECTION 

Meet  Latins,  you  Latin  or  admirer.  Largest  discreet 
private  listing  club.  Write  for  free  info:  H.M.S.,  8721 
Santa  Monica  Bl.  #338,  Hollywood,  CA  90069.  Personal 
ads,  business  services.  Ads  in  English  and  Spanish,  na- 
tional  and  international. _ (4) 

DO  YOU  BELIEVE  IN  MAGIC 
Practicing  Magician  wishing  to  correspond  with  others 
who  study  the  Black  arts.  Only  those  of  a  serious  heart. 
Write  Leslie  Hattey,  Rt.  1  Box  36,  Jackson,  N.C. 
27845. _ (5) 

TO  MY  FAVORITE  WAVE 

Happy  2nd  Anniversary!  I’m  happy  you  are  part  of  my 
life.  Let’s  grow  old  together.  I  love  you! 

_ Love,  Betty _ (4) 

SON  AND  LOVER 

WM  53  chunky  smooth  good  looking,  seeks  young 
Greek  active  companion  to  share  bed  and  home.  No 

drugs.  BMC  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101. _ (8) 

LF,  non-smoker,  mature  prof,  seeks  another  for 
pleasures  of  spirit  and  flesh.  Please  enjoy  reading  and 
classical  music.  50-plus,  c/o  PO  Box  588,  Boston,  MA 
02258. _ (4) 

DYKES  IN  LA! 

Lesbian,  28,  independent  filmmaker  looking  for 
lesbian  household  or  roommate  in  LA  area,  beginning 
August  or  September.  Contact  Jennie  at  GCN  (617) 
426-4469. _ (7) 

MUFFINLINESS! 

Never  a  nudnik,  your  neatnickedness  and  heterocliticity 
will  ever  warm  the  carbuncles  of  my  heart.  Can’t  wait  to 
go  road-tripping  to  the  land  of  10,000  muffins  with  the 
junior  cashier!  j.sue _ (4) 

GWM,  44,  150,  5’8”,  seeks  non-promiscuous,  GM  (18 
to  45)  for  monogamous  (AIDS-free)  friendship/rela¬ 
tionship.  Pis  send  phone  #,  photo,  descriptive  letter  to: 
P.O.B.221,  Dorchester,  MA  02122-0221 . _ (4) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious.  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ (6) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH? 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 

_ _ (4) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US?  (NUMBER  8) 

2  nasty  GM’s  like  naughty  stories,  vivid  Polaroids,  home 
made  videos,  and  quaint  get-togethers.  What  the  fuck 
do  you  like?  GCN  Box  358 _ (5) 

WRITE  ME  NOW... 

if  you’re  a  dyke  who’s  muscle-bound  and  lonely,  have 
nowhere  to  go  on  Saturday  nights,  and  like  femme  tops 
and  smut,  then  you’re  for  me  (or  maybe  I’ve  already  had 
you).  Write  GCN  Box  363 _ (5) 
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S.W.H.,  jr. 

Happy  anyday  to  you  too.  P. 


(4) 


PERSONAL HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business;  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


SERVICES 


GCN  SPECIALS 


TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

URGENT!!! 

NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY!?!! 

Dynamic,  detail-oriented  person  to  compile  GCN’s 
weekly  calendar  of  events.  3-5  hours  a  week,  typing 
skills  a  plus.  Be  the  first  person  on  your  block  to  kno 
everything  that’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community. 
Contact  Fred  at  426-4469. _  (4) 

The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469. _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ __ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


WE  MOVE  THE  EARTH 

Gardens  By  the  Yard,  landscape,  construction  and 
design.  All  your  landscaping  needs  and  desires,  from  ci- 
ty  roofdecks  to  suburban  lots.  Call  524-343 1 . _ (4) 

IS  IT  LOVE? 

Your  relationship  or  the  one  you  hope  for  with  that 
special  someone  astrologically  interpreted  in  fascinating 
15-20  page  report.  Send  names  (first  names  OK)  dates, 
times  (if  known)  and  places  of  birth  for  both  of  you. 
Fun  and  informative!  Comes  in  attractive  cover  — 
makes  a  great  gift!  $20.00  ppd.  INSIGHT 
TECHNOLOGIES  Dept.  R-l,  P.O.  Box  1692,  New 
York,  NY  10011.  Also:  personal  horoscopes,  forecasts, 
etc.  Free  catalog. _ (5) 

PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021, _ (7) 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH  —  Deeply  healing/balancing 
energy  treatments  and  therapeutic  nonsexual  bodywork. 
Personal  Counseling.  Good  care  for  body/mind/spirit. 
HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael  Young.  628-0457,  (6) 

HOUSESITTER  AVAILABLE 

For  your  mansion/condo/flat/tent,  wherever  it  is  be- 
tween  August  and  October.  617/497-1456. _ (6) 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


HOUSESITTER  AVAILABLE 

For  your  mansion/condo/flat/tent,  wherever  it  is  be¬ 
tween  August  and  October.  617/497-1456. _ (6) 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 

492-7843 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  CENTER  OF  BALTIMORE 

Must  be  experienced  in  program  Development,  and  Pro¬ 
ject  Management.  Must  have  excellent  oral  and  written 
skills  and  have  knowledge  of  government  workings, 
community  based  organizations,  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 

Some  weekend  and  evening  meetings  plus  daily 
schedule.  Strong  supervisory  skills,  sensitivity  to  people 
of  color  and  people  of  diverse  backgrounds.  Some  fiscal 
and  grant  writing  responsibilities. 

Benefits:  Salary  range  $18,000-$24,000.  Women  and 
people  of  color  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Applications 
including  a  writing  sample,  resume  and  3  references 
should  be  sent  to  GLCCB  Search  Committee,  241  West 
Chase  Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21201 . _ (4) 

ADDICTION  COUNSELORS 

Victory  House  Inc.  is  seeking  individuals  for  two  open¬ 
ings  in  Residential  Program  for  men  in  recovery  from 
addiction(s).  Responsibilities  include  case  management, 
individual  and  group  counseling,  client  treatment  plann¬ 
ing,  addiction/AIDS  education. 

Position  One:  Evening  Program  Coordinator:  Hours: 
3:30-11:30  P.M.  (M-F)  Starting  Salary:  $20,000. 
Qualifications:  Masters  degree  with  one  year  experience 
in  alcohold/other  drug  treatment;  or  Bachelors  with 
three  years  work  experience  in  addiction(s)  treatment. 
Position  Two:  Day  Counselor.  Hours:  9a.m. -5p.m. 
(M-F)  Starting  Salary:  $19,000.  Qualifications: 
Bachelor’s  degree  with  one  year  experience  in 
addiction(s)  treatment. 

BENEFITS:  Full  individual  health  insurance,  three 
weeks  vacation,  holiday  and  personal  time.  SEND 
RESUME  TO:  Steve  Biggio,  MSW,  ACSW,  Victory 
House,  Inc.,  566  Mass.  Avenue,  P.O.  Box  365,  Boston, 
MA  02118 

Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  M/F  Employer. 
People  of  color,  women,  and  recovering  persons  en- 
cou  raged  to  apply. _ (4) 

STAFF  ASSOCIATE/ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
Part-time,  21  hours/week.  Educational  advocacy 
organization  seeks  Staff  Associate/Administrative 
Assistant  to  work  on  national  AIDS/HIV  education 
project.  Job  involves  assisting  Project  Director  with  ad¬ 
ministration  and  providing  clerical  support.  Requires 
word  processing,  ability  to  work  independently  and  as 
part  of  a  team.  Knowledge  of  AIDS  issues  and  Spanish 
desirable.  $14,400.  Benefits,  generous  vacation,  flexible 
hours.  Begins  in  September.  Resumes  by  August  16  to 
National  Coalition  of  Advocates  for  Students,  100 
Boylston  Street,  Suite  737,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. _ (4) 

HEALTH  EDUCATOR:  Major  healthcare  and  public 
sector  labor  union  seeks  an  AIDS  Educator/Coor¬ 
dinator  based  in  our  Boston  regional  office.  Provide 
education,  training,  and  technical  assistance  to  locals. 
Extensive  travel  throughout  the  northeast.  Educational 
background  in  health  education  or  safety  and  health,  or 
worker  education  experience.  Minorities,  women  and 
others  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Please  send  cover  letter 
and  resume  by  August  4th  to:  P.O.  Box  28095, 

Washington,  DC  20038-8095. _ (4) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17,840-$69,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885.  Ext  R6433. 

_ (4) 

Beach  Hill  Hospital,  an  inpatient  chemical  dependancy 
setting,  has  an  opening  for  a  Masters  level  clinician.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Please  send  resume  to:  Regis  McNul¬ 
ty,  Assitant  Director  of  Therapy,  P.O.  Box  254,  Dublin, 

NH  03444. _ (4) 

COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  AND 
VOLUNTEER  COORDINATOR 
Battered  women’s  organization.  Public  speaking  and 
training.  Supportive  work  environment.  Flexible  hours 
necessary  including  evening  and  weekend  hours.  Former 
battered  women  and  women  of  color  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Salary  $19,458,  four  day  work  week.  Call  Chris 
891-0724  or  send  letter  to  W.B.W.S.C.  P.O.  Box  24, 
Waltham,  MA  02254 _ (4) 

BODYBUILDER  WANTED 

GM  trauma  survivor  needs  to  be  held  close,  gently 
massaged  by  a  big  muscular  man  and  that’s  all.  Box  566, 
Yarmouth,  Maine  04096, _ (5) 

PART-TIME  ADMIN.  ASSISTANT 
for  peer  counseling  agency  for  people  with  disabilities. 
Friendly,  low-stress  work  evironment.  Macintosh  com¬ 
puter  experience  helpful.  Salary  and  benefits.  Call 
Boston  Self  Help  Center  277-0080. _ (4) 

MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 
Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.(617)492-8844. _ (5) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


CLINICAL  DIRECTOR 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  TREATMENT  AGENCY 

Supervise  clinical  aspects  of  residential  therapeutic  com¬ 
munity  and  outpatient  counseling  program.  Assess  staff 
training  needs  and  arrange  in-service  and  off-site  train¬ 
ing.  Supervise  counseling  staff;  assess  staff  perfor¬ 
mance.  Master’s,  3  years’  experience  in  substance  abuse 
treatment,  2  years’  experience  as  clinical  supervisor  re¬ 
quired.  Resumes  by  August  7th  to  Executive  Director, 
P.O.  Box  251,  East  Boston,  MA,  02128  AA/EOE. 
Women  and  minorities  encouraged  to  apply.  (4) 

Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 
r  Start  September  first,  254-5929. _ (5) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  34  seeks  same  28-plus  for  2  BR  apartment  near 
Orange  and  Green  Lines.  $3 10/month  plus  utilities.  One 
cat  and/or  birds  okay.  Available  9/1/89.  Mary 
522-2032,  leave  message. _ (4) 

LF  32  and  dog  seek  non-smoker  to  share  condo  in  Port¬ 
smouth,  NH,  W/D,  pool,  tennis,  weights.  $325-plus 
utils.  (603)431-4165. _ (4) 

NOW  SHOWING! 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  large  2BR  in  JP.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Available  immediately.  $400.  More  details, 
call  524-6012. _ (4) 

BRIGHTON 

Roommates  wanted  by  two  gay  males  to  share  five 
bedroom  apartment  in  Brighton.  Eat-in  kitchen, 
bathroom,  wall-to-wall  carpeting,  convenient  to  public 
transportation.  Call  Scott  254-6219  or  Billy  782-0960.  (4) 
CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 
LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  third  floor,  2  bedroom,  freshly 
renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five  minutes 
from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets,  min. 
alcohol.  $310  plus  $  for  winter  warmth.  7/15-plus. 
491-2298. _ (4) 

MAKE  AN  OFFER  I  CANT  REFUSE 
LF  has  roommate  position  available  9/1.  Full  or  part 
time.  Benefits:  lovely,  homey,  J.P.  apartment,  room 
furn./not,  W/D,  porches;  near  Arboretum,  T. 
Qualifications:  LF,  30-plus,  fun,  semi-veg.  No 
smokers/pets.  $343-plus.  Reply:  524-3725. _ (4) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates  for  August,  1  for  September.  We 
are  mixed  men/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations,  semi- 
veg.  If  you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non-smoking, 
cat-free,  call!  864-1466. _ (25) 

3  GM  and  1  LF  seek  3  others  (pref.  F)  for  gigantic, 
secluded  independent  JP  house.  Aug.  1/Sept.  1.  Rents 
from  $250-350  plus  utils.  You  must  see  to  believe!  4 
working  fireplaces,  2  porches,  4  baths,  2  kitchens, 
washer/dryer,  garage,  driveway,  etc.  983-0726. _ (4) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTEDl  ANNOUNCEMENTS  |  PUBLICATIONS 


MOVERS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  41  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt,  porches,  trees, 
cats,  near  parks  and  T.  Am  semi-veg,  independent, 
friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person.  $3l6-plus. 
Sept.  1  callTusi  524-1812, _ (5) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Bet¬ 
ween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets.  (5) 

ISLE  OF  SAPPHO  IN  SOMERVILLE 
2  LFs  and  I  BiF  seek  I  LF  25-plus  for  large  yet  cozy  2 
floor  semi-coop  in  Somerville.  Accessible  to  buses  and 
green  and  red  lines.  Minimal  alc/drugs.  3  cute  cats  —  no 
more  pets.  No  smokers.  W/D.  Porches  and  small  yard. 
$287, 50-plus,  Available  September  1,  Call  776-9855.  (5) 
Dorchester  Jones  Hill.  2-bedroom  apartment  w/wood 
floors,  porches,  private  backyard.  Pets  fine.  Near  T. 
Smoke-free.  Lesbian  own/occ.  $650-plus  utils. 
Available  9/1,  Call  288-9136. _ (5) 

2  LF  seek  3rd  and  4th  for  Belmont  4  BR.  Spacious, 
hardwood  floors,  fireplace,  off-street  parking,  bus-line. 
25-plus,  friendly,  independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs. 
$29S-plus  Kate  or  Janet  484-5319. _  (5) 

Swampscott  room  avail,  in  my  two  family  home  very 
nice  place,  many  nice  features,  close  to  purple  line 
buses,  beach.  No  pets  —  own  cat.  No  drugs,  alcohol, 
quiet,  resp.  adults.  375-plus  utils,  non-smoker. _ (5) 

ROXBURY 

Fort  Hill  1  bedroom  near  MBTA,  $650  plus  utilities,  for 
8/1. 445-8662  John,  Fernando.  (4) 

Quiet  GWM  to  share  lg  5  room  apt.,  Beverly,  sea-side. 
$450  per  month,  tel.  922-4785  after  7pm. _ (6) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

We  are  2LFs  seeking  2  more  LFs  for  our  home.  Apart¬ 
ment  is  2  floors  with  huge  rooms,  plenty  of  sun  and 
privacy.  One  kitten,  sorry,  no  more  pels.  We’re  looking 
for  women  with  humor,  maturity  and  other  attributes 
you  look  for  in  a  roommate.  Rooms  available  now  and 
9/1  $260-pIus.  No  drugs/smk,  min  alcohol,  no  imelda 
marcos  music.  522-0637. _ (4) 

2  LFs,  1  dog,  seek  LF  for  semi-coop  Cambridgeport  3 
floor  house.  Near  T,  driveway,  backyard.  $270-plus  for 
bedroom  and  study.  Pets  okay.  66 1  -677 1 . _ (4) 

Prof,  woman  seeks  M/F  for  beautiful  house  on  water  in 
Swampscott,  twenty  minute  commute  to  Boston. 

$550-plus.  Call  599-8103. _ (4) 

LF,  37  seeks  roommate  to  share  beautiful,  quiet  apart¬ 
ment  10  minutes  from  JP.  No  pets  or  drugs.  $300-plus. 
Call  to  talk,  Sharron  296-1184. _ (5) 

ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $254-p!us,  available  Sept. 
1.254-0448.  (6) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


CARNIVAL  IN  P-TOWN 

Fully  furnished  studio  apartment  sleeps  two,  color  T.V., 
pool,  hottub.  Tennis  Carnival  Week,  Aug.  19th-26th. 
$550  call  (203)551-7094. _ _ _ (f> 


APARTMENTS 


Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/1  or 
8/15, 9/1,  $545  incl  all,  436-2583. _ (6) 

JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedroom,  hdwd  fls,  owner-occupied 
triple  decker,  quiet  St.,  garden,  near  MBTA.  No  pets  or 
smokers,  $850/mo.  avail.  Sept.  522-0345,  leave  mess,  before 
7/19  or  after  8/3. _ (5) 

JP  Pond  side  spacious  2  BR  hdwd  firs  fr  drs  avl  9/1.  900mo. 
incl  ht,  wsh/dry  522-8631. _ (5) 


VACATIONS 


OVERNIGHT  LODGING 

Cambridge  YWCA.  Wonderful  Central  Square  loca¬ 
tion.  Women  only.  $35/night.  Call  491-6050  for  info, 
reservations. _ (5) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _  (9) 

Key  West.  Casa  Manana.  Very  private  villa,  perfect  for  2 
or  3  couples.  Lush  vegetation,  pool,  jacuzzi.  Book  now 
for  Halloween,  Hanukkah,  Xmas,  New  Years,  Valen¬ 
tines.  For  brochure  and  rates  call  (703)  886-5151.  (4) 


AUTHORS  QUEERY 

For  a  study  of  lesbian  life  and  lives  in  the  New  England  area 
between  1929  and  1969,  I  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
anyone  with  information,  memories,  photos,  letters,  literature, 
etc.  Send  contact  infor  to  GCN  Box  36. _ (7) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (2» 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info. 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party,  [.earn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunterrs.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  _ _ 


PUBLICATIONS 


CELEBRATE  BOYHOOD!! 

Boyhood  photo-magazine.  NOT  porn.  NO  nudes  —  but 
wow!  Free  info  —  S.A.S.E.  to  Pellpub,  Box  8682,  Can¬ 
ton,  Ohio  4471 1  (4) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (ex) 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/inslitutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181.  _ («) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _  (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
•  LIC.  and  INS. 


1  236-1848 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario 
IVI4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labelsl 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


9P 


i 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


FREE  Prisoner  Newsletter!! 

PRISON  LINKS  wants  to  call  attention 
and  move  for  action  on  many  prisoner 
issues  including  the  death  penalty,  wages 
for  prisoners,  prison  conditions,  over¬ 
crowding  and  AIDS.  Write  them  with 
your  ideas  at:  Prison  Links,  Progressive 
Prisoners,  220  N.  10th  St.,  Newark,  Ohio 
43055.  _ 


§ 


Italian,  30  yrs  old,  would  like  to  hear  from  a 
for-real  lady  interested  in  a  sincere  relationship 
in  the  future.  I  have  10  to  12  months  left.  I’m 
femm  and  like  will  built  women.  Age,  color 
makes  me  no  difference  as  long  as  you  are 
sincere.  Denise  DAVIS,  PO  Box  B-57239, 
Florence  AZ  85232 


■■HI 


FREE  BOOKS  &  DICTIONARIES!!  You 
can  get  free  dictionaries  (including 
SPANISH-English  dictionary)  from: 
PRISON  LIBRARY  PROJECT,  976  W. 
Foothill  Blvd,  Claremont  CA  91711. _ 


AIDS/HIV  in  prison  —  Ask  for  this  FREE 
information  from  AIDS  Information  Ex¬ 
change  Bulletin  (June  1989).  Write  to:  US 
Conference  of  Mayors,  1620  Eye  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20006. 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave„  Mt,  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885. _  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $  1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirilualily,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $  1 5/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142, _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  T:opy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  vear  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


UNIQUE  SEXUALITY! 

I  would  like  to  develop  a  more  positive  view 
and  sense  of  pride  in  what  I  represent  —  me! 
My  sex  life  is  unique,  personal,  and  free.  Not 
all  of  me,  but  a  part  of  my  inner  beauty.  Icould 
expound  on  this  subject,  but  why  don’t  you 
ponder  over  it  if  you  will  and  share  your 
thoughts  with  me.  Dannie  MISKOWSKI,  PO 
Box  E,  185  660,  Jackson  Ml  49204. _ 

Black  male  wishes  to  hear  from  someone  for 
friendship  and  exchanging  ideas.  James 
TAYLOR,  129-810,  Box  85,  Lorton  VA  22079. 


Poet,  Artist,  Shaman  and  Madman:  I’m  not 
M.V.  Smith  but  I’m  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,  you  Grok?  (Sorry,  I  can’t  receive  mail 
from  other  prisoners.)  Deva  BLUEWING, 
104228,  Box  1000,  Craigsville  VA  24430. 


GM,  29,  educated,  witty  and  humorus.  Refined 
without  being  cynical.  Very  sensitive  and  emo¬ 
tional.  Not  into  mental  gymnastics,  just  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  to  share  my  thoughts  and  feel¬ 
ings  with.  Enjoy  a  wide  variety  of  music, 
reading  and  good  times.  Other  prisoners  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  write.  I  really  enjoy  sexy  people 
who  have  no  hangups.  Terry  HALL,  84950, 
5  CH  4B-16,  Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  4203 8 . 


I’ll  be  out  in  3-4  months  and  would  like  to  meet 

someone.  I  prefer  to  portray  the  dominant  role 
at  first,  but  can  be  either  dom.  or  sub.  I’m  open 
minded  and  very  wise.  I  enjoy  nature  and  work¬ 
ing  and  am  well-proportioned.  I’m  not  a 

stickler  for  age  or  race,  but  I  do  like  queens 

who  are  into  doing  shows.  I  have  a  lot  of  con¬ 
nections  in  that  circuit  here  in  Fla.  due  to  my  ex 
being  a  female  impersonator  of  Diana  Ross, 
Eartha  Kitt  and  Melba  Moore.  James  R. 
WILKINSON,  064567  (A-N-41),  3950  Tiger 
Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014, 


Supporter  of  NAMBLA,  in  for  ‘boylove’,  need 
Black  top  man  or  young  guy  to  write.  Jackie 
(Honey  Buns)  STONE,  194999,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

Pm  in  here  and  alone  and  could  really  dig  havin 
someone  to  write,  if  you  would  like  to.  Keith 
HOUSTON,  18017,  PO  Box  607,  Carson  City 
NV  89701. 


! 


Black,  homosexual,  mature,  loving,  understan¬ 
ding  and  respectful  seeking  partner  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  possible  relationship.  No  games 
please.  Robert  BAILEY,  89B  149,  Box  4580, 
Rome  NY  13440, _ 

GM,  25,  in  for  white  collar  offense,  looking  for 
penpal.  Interests  include  computers,  music, 
sports  and  sex,  just  to  name  a  few.  Please  write 
Robert  GRAHAM,  83219-012,  8901  S.  Wilmot 
Rd,  Tucson  AZ  85706. _ 

Looking  for  a  warm  relationship.  I’m  a  body 
builder,  nature  lover,  and  doing  a  small  prison 
sentence.  I’m  a  little  lonely  and  need  friends. 
Patrick  PATTERSON,  24802,  Box  607,  Car- 
son  City  NV  89702. _ 

I’m  doing  time  because  I  stopped  a  guy  from 
jumping  on  a  gay  friend  in  a  club.  Since  my  in¬ 
carceration  my  family  has  ceased  to  speak  to 
me.  I’m  very  lonely.  Louisha  WALLACE,  Box 
137,  Tillery  NC  27887, _ 

Puerto  Rican  bi-male,  Cancer,  body  in  good 
shape,  30,  looking  for  sincere  people  on  the 
outside  to  meet  for  lasting  friendship.  Carlos 
FIGUEROA,  81 A  1564,  135  State  St,  Auburn 
NY  13024, _ 

Lonely  gay  man  needs  a  friend.  Howard 
FLYNT,  76974-011,  3901  Klein  Blvd,  Lompoc 
CA  93436. _ 

Big  dark  brown  bedroom  eyes,  ambidextrous, 
fun  loving,  with  a  delightful  sense  of  humor, 
my  likes  are  cleanliness  of  body,  exercise, 
reading,  soft  music,  photography  and  com¬ 
puters.  Please  write.  Kenneth  PORTER,  14691, 
PO  Box  473,  Westville  IN  46391. 


I  am  a  well  groomed  Black  man,  32.  My  hob¬ 
bies  are  mostly  sports,  swimming,  jogging, 
playing  chess  and  cards.  1  enjoy  listening  to 
many  types  of  music,  R&B,  Soul,  Jazz  and 
Rap.  Charles  Sanders,  159375  A  unit  G-l,  Star 
Route.  Reidsville  GA  30499. 

27  yr  old  male  wishes  to  correspond  with  the 
free  world  and  make  some  new  friends.  I  enjoy 
all  kinds  of  music,  art,  reading,  sports  and 
meeting  people.  I’m  very  open  minded  and  give 
people  the  upmost  respect,  which  is  all  I  want  in 
return.  So  come  on  and  write  me!  Michael 
WOODS,  165-002,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. 


Looking  for  a  TS  wife.  I  need  a  penpal.  Maybe 
we  can  make  something  more  out  of  it  later. 
Please  write.  Wayne  OLESON,  14855,  PO  Box 
400,  Rawlins  WY  82301. 


I’m  a  black  homosexual,  young,  and  1  enjoy 
corresponding.  I’m  5’4”,  28”  waist,  broad 
hips.  Seeking  a  friend.  Ira  MALVEAUX, 
371885,  Rt  4  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Attractive,  sensual,  30  yr  old  BBM,  into 
fashion,  athletic,  most  sports  and  music.  Seek 
future  partner  or  lover.  Thomas  BARR,  PO 
Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554, 


1  am  Gay  and  seeking  correspondence  with  my  j 

fellows,  mostly  someone  to  write  to.  I  am  darn  | 
lonesome  and  tired  of  being  locked  up.  I’m  25,  | 
Black  and  hairy  all  over.  Please  write.  George  j 
ALEXANDER,  Camp  7,  61202,  Parchman  MS 

38738.  _ 

Leo,  26,  looking  for  fun  loving  person.  1  likej 
swimming,  travel,  animals,  and  doing  imper-[ 
sonations  of  Michael  Jackson  whenever  there’s  ■ 
work.  Looking  for  a  real  ‘Thriller’?  Write  me!  I 
James  C.  SCOTT,  50913,  2605  State  St,  Salem  § 
OR  97310  ■ 


Candy  seeks  a  stud — 19  yr  old,  into  weaving,  B 

nitting,  growing  flowers,  dancing,  long  walks  b 
and  maken  love.  I’m  totally  fern.  Looking  for" 
long  or  thick  hung  studs.  Any  race  or  age  is  ■ 
fine.  Jay  (Candy)  DEAN,  196564,  Box  45699,  ■ 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


I’m  a  Leo  who  loves  the  outdoors,  campin, 
sports,  traveling  and  a  lot  more.  I’m  looking 
for  a  friend  and  maybe  more!  I’ll  be  happy  if  I 
can  get  some  letters  and  bring  some  sunshine 
back  into  my  life.  Edward  MILLER,  075574 
N32,  PO  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460 


Ex-military.Dcs.POW.  GM,  45,  neat  and 
clean,  slim  and  trim,  no  family,  no  mail.  Life  in 
prison  for  self  defense.  Despairing.  Penpals 
welcome.  Richard  KIDD,  Box  B-72191, 
Represa  CA  95671 . 

-  - - __ ^ 
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29  Saturday  □  Katie 
Webster  performs  at 
the  endangered 
Somerville  Theatre. 

55  Davis  Square.  8pm. 
$14.50,  $12.50. 
625-1084. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 


29  Saturday 

Provincetown  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  Annual  Summer  Party.  II  Commercial 
Street.  5-8pm.  $25,  50,  100  and  up.  426-1350. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  9th  Anniversary  Party  at  the 

YWCA,  140  Clarendon  Street.  8pm.-  lam.  $5.  523-7363. 

Cambridge  □  Mobilization  for  Survival  benefit 
dance  featuring  Cabal,  Pitbull,  and  Hed  Wig  (Boston 
Bands).  First  Congregational  Church,  II  Garden  Street. 
8pm.  $4.  354-0008. 

Somerville  □  Katie  Webster  performs  at  the  Somer¬ 
ville  Theatre.  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $14.50,  $12.50. 
625-1084. 

30  Sunday 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  to  benefit  BICEP 
(Bisexual  Community  Engaging  in  Politics)  at  The  Twelve, 
1270  Boylston  Street.  6- 1 0pm.  $2. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  N.E.  Club  Night  at  1 19 
Merrimack,  119  Merrimack  Street.  5-9pm.  Denis, 
387-0762. 

31  Monday 

Somerville  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

fundraiser  featuring  Rep.  Joe  Mackey.  At  Richard  Braun's 
home.  7pm.  776-6956. 

August  I  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  to 
discuss  "Gay  Rights  Report."  Lindemann  Center,  25 
Stamford  Street  (2nd  Floor  —  Revere  Room)  8- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

2  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Defending  Abortion  Rights,  speaker  Ellen 
Convisser  of  Boston  NOW.  Pathfinder  Bookstore,  605 
Mass.  Ave.  7:30pm.  $3.  247-6772. 

3  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Volunteer  Open  House  for  the  new  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Service  Center.  338  Newbury  Street. 
6pm.  288-6655. 

4  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Allston  □  Song  of  Absence  at  Double  Edge  Theatre,  5 
St.  Luke's  Road.  9pm.  $12,  $15.  (also  8/5,11,12) 
254-4228. 


Cambridge  □  Concert  for  an  Affordable  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Geoff  Bartley,  Fred  Small,  and  Marcia  Taylor  per¬ 
form  benefit  for  the  Committee  to  Defeat  Proposition 
1-2-3.  O.C.B.C.,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $10.  advance, 
$12.  door.  49 1 -STOP. 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Summer  Dance  Gays,  les¬ 
bians,  bisexuals  and  friends  at  MIT.  MIT  Student  Center. 
84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm.  $3. with  student  I  D.,  $4  without. 
253-5440. 

6  Sunday 

Somerville  □  GLOSS  (Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville 
and  Surroundings)  potluck  with  Mayoral  candidates  Ca- 
puano  and  Buonomo.  6pm.  Mike,  628-2643  or  Cissy, 
628-2825. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  monthly  potluck  at 
the  home  of  James  A.  7pm.  825-3737. 

7  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

holds  Introductory  Meeting.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  Street.  7:30pm.  247-6683(BIS-MOVE). 

8  Tuesday 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meeting.  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass. 
Ave.  7:15pm.  547-2440,  562-5807. 

9  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  meet  for  lunchtime 
cruise  of  Boston  Harbor.  l2noon.  $1.  Julie,  725-3562. 

10  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

1 1  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Weekly  events 


Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 

Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities. 

Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 


Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for 
Gay/Lesbian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR 
98.5  FM.  7/30  Rev.  Paul  Diederich,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's 
Western  Orthodox  Church,  8/6  Photographer  Al  Winn 
and  women’s  music. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  7/31  Separatism,  8/7 
Erotic  Writing.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm. 
Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-IOpm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  8/1  Choosing 
(or  not  choosing)  children,  8/8  Bisexuality  &  Survivors. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-IOpm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  8/1 
Transitions  and  Passage,  8/8  Rap  on  the  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR.  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M  I  T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  eve7  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9: 30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Calendar  compiled  by 
Fredric  Gorman 


Syzygy.  By  Syzygy.  Callisto  Productions,  1988. 

By  Noelle  Hanrahan 

Five  Washington  D.C.  musicians  recent¬ 
ly  set  their  lesbian  feminist  con-  ■ 
sciousness  to  rock  ‘n’  roll,  producing  a 
musically  and  lyrically  inspiring  album,  one 
of  the  best  of  1988  and  so  far  1989.  Syzygy  is 
a  band  and  an  album.  It  is  topical  folk  rock 
steeped  in  a  women’s  cultural  underground 
where  passion  and  politics  run  equally  hot. 
The  songs  express  motives  and  feelings  com¬ 
mon  to  love,  the  decade  of  AIDS,  and  work¬ 
ing  class  alienation.  Syzygy  also  excels  in  its 
technically  sophisticated  production,  which 
is  especially  noteworthy  given  that  it  was 
self-produced. 

The  core  of  the  band  are  Jennie  McKnight 
(who  is  currently  on  the  news  staff  of  GCN) 

_  SSk  anc*  Andrea 

Weatherhead;  they 
split  the  writing,  sing¬ 
ing  and  guitar  playing  on  the  album.  The 
other  band  members  are  Liz  Buchal,  on  bass 
and  cello;  Renee  W'iton,  on  piano  and  syn¬ 
thesizers;  and  Barbara  Lewis,  on  drums. 

Syzygy  the  album  is  the  score  of  their 
lives.  With  musical  dexterity  and  lyrical 
honesty,  these  women  grapple  with  urban 
daily  life  and  political  awareness.  Their 
music  survives  the  pressures  of  self¬ 
censorship  and  it’s  clear  the  band  is  not  try¬ 
ing  to  sell  you  anything,  least  of  all  popular 
cultural  lies. 

Weatherhead  and  McKnight’s  lyrics  move 
beyond  metaphors  and  many  of  the  songs 
offer  imaginative  and  empowering  story¬ 
lines.  In  “Dana,”  the  protagonist’s  beliefs 
fuel  a  fantasy  that  her  prize  five  alarm  chili 
will  magically  convert  those  resistant  to 
peace  and  justice.  Her  transforming  en¬ 
counter  with  Ronald  Reagan  is  a  righteous 
and  wonderful  mythology. 

Also  empowering  to  listeners  is  the 
album’s  inclusive  songwriting  style  that 
shifts  perspective  between  observer  and  par¬ 
ticipant.  Syzygy  thus  helps  to  combat  the 
world  of  sound  that  never  speaks  our  name, 
rarely  glimpses  our  heart-felt  romances  and 
drowns  our  dreams  with  predictable 
rhythms.  The  album  actually  leads  a  whole 
cohort  of  recent  releases  (Two  Nice  Girls  — 
Rough  Trade;  Indigo  Girls  —  Epic;  Stealin  ’ 
Horses  —  Arista;  Cindy  Lee  Berryhill  — 


Syzygy  sizzles 

The  album  by  this  women’s  band  deals  with  “feelings 
common  to  love,  the  decade  of  AIDS  and  working  class 

alienation  ” 


Jennie  McKnight  and  Andrea  Weatherhead 


Rhino;  and  Michelle  Shocked  — 
Polygram),  that  have  in  common  women- 
centric  lyrics,  creative  control,  and  packag¬ 
ing  devoid  of  self-deprecation. 

The  production  of  Syzygy  is  understated 
with  more  complexity  than  may  initially  be 
apparent.  Varied  instrumentation  and  spare 
well-measured  parts  combine  with  unusual 
chord,  speed,  and  mood  changes  to  create  a 
musically  challenging  terrain.  Syzygy’s 
melodies  are  likewise  sophisticated  — 
original,  yet  warmly  familiar. 

Of  the  vocals,  McKnight’s  contribution  is 
particularly  noteworthy.  Reminiscent  of 
Ellen  Mcllwaine,  her  voice  comes  across  as  raw 
and  unforced  with  its  strength  and  weight 
intact.  It  skirts  the  inclination  to  be  pretty; 
no  effects  soften  it  up  or  belie  its  owner’s 
lesbianism. 

Of  the  ten  songs  on  the  album,  five  ex¬ 
plore  love,  grounded  by  the  lyrical  inclusion 
of  ordinary  household  items.  The  writers 
literally  mix  elaborate  images  with  the  grist 
of  life:  a  plastic  honey  bear,  good  intentions 
and  a  tacky  coffee  cup,  Chevy  memories,  an 
alarm  clock  and  sensible  shoes.  Four  songs 
are  infused  with  a  beyond-the-headlines 
political  experience.  Lines  like  “How  do 
you  keep  your  sanity  or  your  breakfast 
down  while  reading  the  news,  guess  if  your 
drugs  or  your  credit  is  good  you  can 
postpone  the  blues”  personalize  AIDS, 
union  struggles,  and  gay  and  lesbian  oppres¬ 
sion. 

Syzygy  captures  the  spirit  of  early  record¬ 
ings  produced  by  the  women’s  community. 
z  And  not  only  is  the  band  courageous 
=  enough  to  acknowledge  their  lesbian  femi- 
>  nism,  but  they  also  forge  new  musical 
-I  ground  by  using  rock  ‘n’  roll.  Holly  Near 
aptly  calls  artists  such  as  these  —  who  bring 
activists’  awareness  to  art  —  cultural  work¬ 
ers.  I  guarantee  that  the  cultural  work  of 
Syzygy  will  find  resonance  with  your  lives. 

This  album  is  available  through  the 
Ladyslipper  catalogue,  P.O.  Box  3130, 
Durham,  NC  27705  or  1-800-634-6044. 
Order  from  the  catalogue  or  better  still,  ask 
your  local  record  store  to  order  it  in  bulk. 

Noelle  Hanrahan  is  a  music  critic  for  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Times  and  a  radio  pro¬ 
ducer.  □ 
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